
Evaluations 
Feminist Research Forum 1990 

How did you hear about the Forum? 
) 

- Women's Studies course (4) 
- friends (3), women friends 
- brochure (3), brochure came to my office, brochure in Educ. building 
- Women's Centre (2) 
- personal contact (2) 
- through the mail (2) 
- through Eileen (2) 
- have been aware of ongoing Forum 
- my daughter 
- although I've attended the other 2 forums, surprisingly I was informed of this forum only 
last week while reading the Folio 
- informational info at work 
- committee members 
- through Women's Research Centre 
- poster in Home Ee. building 
- I was asked to speak on a panel 
- on campus 

Which sessions did you enjoy the most? 

-(7) Spirituality 
-(6) Catalyst Theatre 
-(5) Pedagogy 
-(5) Lesbian Visibility/Invisibility 
-(5) Methodology 
-(4) Text 
-(3) Generational Dialogue 
-(2) Ghettoized professions 
-(2) All 
-(2) Everyday Violence 
-(1) Proyecto Soledad 
-(1) Informal socializing, meeting other feminists 
-(1) Co-dependency 
-(1) WEM 

Which sessions did you enjoy the least? 

-(4) Everyday Violence Against Women 
-(3) Women's Spirituality 
-(2) Generational Dialogue 
-(1) WEM 



What would you like to see at future forums ? 

- small group participation 
- disabled women information/networking 
- more open lesbian panels, had to miss the lunch session 
- a handout containing abstracts of all the sessions so that participants could review the 
material of both sessions that were attended and those not. This would give rationale and 
statistics which we know but haven't been able to articulate convincingly before 
- small group sessions of introduction, perhaps "consciousness-raising" 
- herbal teas 
- Lesbian Studies not confined to a lunch time- enough to do 3-hour session 
- session on "What is feminism?" or "Who is a feminist?" 
- relationship of feminism to class/racial struggles 
- more multi-cultural panels 
- perhaps a 2-day Forum? (even if some panels the following day, would allow women 
opportunity to hear the other panels at not so draining pace) 
- Native Spirituality, Women's Rituals/Celebrations, Women's Spirituality 
- Menopause, Time/Menstruation Time 
- Maturity in Relationships 
- more on Cathy Bray's research of play(fulness) 
- more of the same 
- make lesbian issues a session in and of itself 
- inclusion of perspectives of women (more or less isolated?) working in other fields and 
attempting to bring a feminist view to bear "out there" 
- more organization; too many switches in program were confusing 
- not enough food, no drink (juice) 
- more of the same; a good stand-up comic, feminist of course 
- Feminism and Humour 
- more presentations or writing by/for feminists, more presentaions about women's 
spirituality 
- keep the interactive processes! 
- lunch session with Jeri should be a full session 
- more ethnic sessions which would bring out women from minority groups 
- more about our physical side; about how using our bodies in exercise, dance,sport can 
make us stronger; about the patriarchy in sport and feminism in sport . 
- more information on women's symbols/rituals; it is interesting that this weekend there 
was a workshop on Women's Rituals that Joyce Irvine was facilitating 
- more actual research presentations; women's works we can use in our thinking and 
discussion- the cutting edge of feminism 
- carry on! 
- more complete descriptions of the sessions in the pamphlet would be much appreciated 
- pornography ( in all its manifestations) discussed at greater length 
- a discussion of the importance of networking of the women's movement with other 
movements as this is vital to its success 
- no reading papers! too dull 
- more work on getting out of victim mode; encourage look at family system 
- look at alternatives for women; mother/women run societies 
- research tells problems but present us with options which are di~nifyin~ for us 
- we should be thinking better of ourselves; we should move on, wake up to our own 
power 



Other Comments and Specific Comments Re: Sessions 

General Comments 
- overall very engaging and informative, thankyou 
- more complete description of sessions in brochure 
- we ran out of food 
- need breaks between sessions where women can have a coffee and discuss the previous 
sessions 
- overall it was good! Thankyou to those of you that made it happen. 
- not advertised nearly enough, I feel that several hundred women would attend if about 3 
notices had appeared in The Journal, if Lynne Van Luven had described the Forum on her 
page, if T. V. and Radio had broadcast info earlier. As well, notices could be made up and 
given to all on the mailing list to distribute. All social agencies in the city and surrounding 
rural area could be notified far in advance. 
- compliments to the planning committee; good food 
- people coming into sessions late was disturbing 
- great day 
- good effort, interesting people and ideas! 
- presenters should have their last names printed in the brochure 
- I didn't enjoy the predominance of focus on those Women's Study programs 
- to those of us who are somewhat isolated in other, male-dominated fields the company of 
feminists is itself kind of magic 
- well-organized and well done 
- Excellent! organization, food, community involvement, academic participation; the best 
Forum yet-Congratualations. Why not three sessions­
heterosexuality/lesbian/bisexual(Janice Williamson) 
- on the whole I thoroughly enjoyed the Forum and look forward to attending next year 
- had a great day! 
- good engaging process by facilitators 
- am looking forward to seeing the work-in-progress we were privileged to hear/see go on 
- more funding required for adequate childcare 
- good food, energizing forum 
- I'm really glad I decided to come even though I didn't know other friends attending.I'll 
gladly come again! 
-Thankyou! 
- lot's of high energy,positive thinking 
- this has been very white and very middle class; is this feminism?( I only attended 3 
sessions); where were the natives, the inuit, the marginalized, at the Spirituality panel??? 
- I was accosted by a lobbying home birth activist 

Catalyst Theatre 
- very involving; began by sitting in a full circle and all giving our names and brief (5 
word) affiliation or reason/focus of interest: implies and recognizes structurally our equality 
and equal validity of our voices. If you~ want to encourage "DIALOOUE" at the 
Forum, encourage this practice. The session also involved us getting up; working in 
groups of 3 and sharing what we had developed with the whole group. It was as much 
SHARING (if not more than) as a PRESENTATION and .:ym valuable 



Everyday Violence Against Women 
- it ended on a low note. A session like this needs time for more dialogue and sharing about 
what we can do about it; not much that was presented was new, just as alarming as ever. 
- the exercise Friday night (sharing personal incidents of violence) would be better suited to 
a more intimate setting ie. the end of a smaller workshop 
- very boring,nothing new, women exploited by Jeri Wine: would she have asked an 
audience of men to cite an example of when they violated a woman? 
- too negative, not used constructively in my mind 
- it was powerful but I felt an uncomfortable edge of emotional manipulation 
- not structured enough and for me it was neither empowering or inspirational 

Generational Dialogue 
- focus discussion on topic; it was important but next time perhaps the focus could be on 
- I feel that there was far too much emphasis on academia 
- the issue of role models is one that I have been struggling with personally so it was very 
interesting 
- too much focus on academic environment; profs and young women 

Lesbian Visibility/Invisibility 
- make it a separate session(2) 
- I was especially glad to have the Lesbian workshop at lunch time 

Methodology 
-enjoyed Cathy's presentation in particular 
- excellent presentation 
- enjoyed Karen's presentation 

Music 
- Although I didn't attend the forum because I had made other plans, I thought that it would 
have worked better if I'd had sung from 7:00-7:30 instead of 6:30-7:00 as Eileen had asked 
me. I could have reached more people and felt that I'd accomplished the purpose that I 
intended. (Doreen Healy) 

Pedagogy 
- I found distressing the patriarchal dichotomy "intellectuaVuniversity/academia" 
"masses/community/worker". As feminists our struggle requires work within the various 
spheres of society; university life for any woman is hard labour and no feminist should 
implicitly suggest one is possible without the other 
- enjoyed it the most; controversial 
- I found it most lively 

Text 

- the women and texts session was fine 



f 

WEM 

- excellent WEM critique-am looking forward to reading papers 
- I found the first part of the West Ed. mall session difficult to follow ( too fast) first thing 
in the morning 

Women's Spirituality 

- the speakers, other than Scarfe, were weak and uninteresting 
- far too heavy dose of goddess spirituality; where's the balance?? 
- wonderfully empowering, positive energy 
- really enjoyed Eunice's reading/sharing, enjoyed Jean's session on symbols 
- other than Eunice's part and Jean's I was disappointed with the session 
- it showed me that what I had considered to be a quite secular life (mine) was in reality 
very spiritual. 
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