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1. 

2. 

AGENDA 

WOMEN"S RESEARCH CENTRE 

OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 

MEETING Weds. September 13 1989 

7 PM at the Centre 

Welconeto Susan Belcher 

Approval of Agenda 

Approval of Minutes 

3. Announcements and information~ 

4. Old Business: 

Meeting with Professors Emeriti 

Forum Panels and Presentations - Who has been, needs,contact 

Forum Brochure/ pre-registration 

Forum Letter to participants 

Appeal for display information - BR 

Forum Advertising -\} - -= P::,~ 
~iJi-ydo::1:i_ 

5. New Business 

Stef grarot application for Nov or May? 
Data base for funding needs compiling? 
New uses for centre 

:- 5'~~~~ ~a-<-~~fdl-i~ ~-)~ 
- S-r 
-

6. Adjournment -

NEXT MEETING -
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Financial Report 
Feminist Forum. October 21 to October 22 1989 

Income: 

Conference Fund 
Fees and Donations 
Athabasca University 
Advisory Cmmt Funds 

Total= 

Expenses: 

Honorarium to D Smith 
Travel,D-Smith 
Food, Lister Hall 
Wine, Lister Hall 
Brochure Preparation 
Bagel Tree 
Other Copying 

Total= 

Budget, 1989 

Income: 

Athabasca University and U of A 
Fees and Donations 150*$15.00 

Expenses 

Food 
Lunch, 7. 00 per person 
Wme and Cheese, 4.00 per person 
Juices and Coffee, 3.00 per person 
Brochure 200 copies at 1.00 

-JI 5c>o 

650.00 
1236.00 

500.00 
399.62 

$2785.62 

250 
380 

1435.88 
396.24 
130.00 
170 

23.50 

$2785.62 

$1000.00 
2250.00 

3250.00 

2100.00 
200.00 

2350.00 
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Sexual Harassment Education, Counselling and Complaint Office 

University of Toronto 

Susan Jackel 
Trailer Complex #1 
Canadian Studies Program 
Faculty of Arts 
University of Alberta 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6G 2El 

Dear Susan: 

June 27, 1989 

I would be delighted to come out to :Edmonton for your 
Oct. 27-28th symposium. I have a meeting from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on Oct. 25, but could fly out sometime either the evening of the 
25th or sometime the next day (Oct. 26th). 

Once your funding and the planning of the symposium are more 
settled we can dicuss the details of what I'll do. I recently met 
with Ellen Solomon and told her I might be out in the fall and she 
expressed an interest in me talking with the Sexual Harassment 
Advisory Committee. I'll send her a note letting her know the dates 
we are talking about. 

I've given a talk on the history of the contemporary Canadian 
Women's movement several times over the past year and would be happy to 
to something along those lines for the symposium -- I've called the 
talk "Documenting Our History: the Contemporary Canadian Women's 
Movement". In it I look at the problems of both preserving and writing 
the history of a contemporary social movement. I draw on both the 
research I did for the history chapter in Feminist Organizing for 
Change and my experience in the Canadian Women's Movement Archives. 
For the NAWA Project I will be happy to talk more specifically about 
the CWMA, our collection and accession policies, the scope of our 
collection, how to encourage donations, funding or whatever you'd 
like to hear. 

I hope this works out -- I'm looking forward to being in 
Edmonton again. 

Si:rly, 

_/V/4~ 
Nancy L.&amson 

4fifi Sn::irlin::i AvAntJe. Room 302 Toronto Ontario M5S 2G7 Teleohone 416 / 978-3908 
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Operations Committee of the Women's Research 
Centre 

Seven woman group responsible for the overall operation of the 
Women' s Research Centre. The specific responsibilities include: 
- managing space and securing more space as needed; 
- managing money and securing money for the coming fiscal year; 
- managing staff and creating new positions as money comes 
available; 
- insuring adequate liaison with both the University of Alberta and 
Athabasca University; 
- facilitate and enhance research being done at the Centre; 

Members of the Operations Committee: 
Orthyflray.. 
Barbara Roberts 
Pat Leginsky 
Winnie Tomm 
Janice Williamson 
Diana Chown 
Marilyn Assheton-Smith 
* a chair should be elected and a process for working together created 
and put in place 

It is proposed that this group of seven women act as the operations 
committee until the first Annual General Meeting of the Women's 
Research Centre which will be held in the early fall of 1989. 

Responsibilities of this committee include: 
1. managing the space and undertaking activities to secure more space 
as required; 
2. managing the money and securing more money; 
3. managing staff and hiring and supervising staff as dollars permit; 
4. insuring adequate liaison with both universities; 
5. facilitate and enhance research; 
6. establish good working rel~tionships with other research groups in 
Alberta and Canada. 



WOMEN'S RESEARCH CENTRE, (WRC) OPERATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING 

MINUTES OF WEDNESDAY MAY 24, 1989 

Present: M. Assheton-Smith, Diana Chown, Pat Leginsky, Barbara 
Roberts, M. Potrebenko 

Regrets: w. Tomm, J. Williamson 

1. Approval of Agenda. . . 
2. Minutes of April, not available. 

3. Old Business: 

i) Ursula Franklin's visit 
Marilyn reported on details of Ursula's itinerary. 
Members of the Operations Committee were invited to 
attend a Wine and Cheese and Dessert Party for Ursula 
hosted by the Voice of Women on Saturday June 10th, 
7:30 pm, at 10935-85 Avenue. 

ii) Naming the Centre 
Marilyn will contact Doris Robbins and Nancy Langford 
regarding the progress of the Naming Committee. 
Marilyn 

iii) Sign for the Centre 
Diana wrote a letter on behalf of the Operations 
Committee to W<..)"""" t<\.'-- C:....,__\-~""Q~"' 
He replied that the delay is due to the inclusion 
of "AU" on the sign and that it may need prior approval 
from the Visual Identity Committee of the U of A. 
Diana will follow this up. 
Diana .• 

• • - - · -· · · . -· • -~- · --- --- J• -

4. New Business: 

i) Theoretical Circle Proposal: 
This idea arose from a Women's Resource Centre meeting, . 
as one way of doing research. As Marilyn described 
it~ the Circle would be composed of 5 to 7 people f9r 
a period of 1 to 4 months. The structure would be 
task oriented for the creation of a .monograph with 
empirical and theoretical conten-t;Jwhich would reside 
in the centre and eventually be presented publicly. 
The Research Centre would help co-ordinate the whole 
process and perhaps raise money. A procedural suggestion 
from Barbara - to record on tape all of the circle 
meetings - was unanimously agreed to. This proposal 
was accepted as another of the research components 
of the Centre and Marilyn volunteered to write a blurb 
for the Newsletter. 
Marilyn 



ii) Interactive Bulletin Boards 
Proposed by Barbara to enable women attached to the 
Centre to share information, and to facilitate projects 
such as theoretical circles. Unlike regular bulletin 
boards these notices would be interactive. Barbara 
will write a description for the Newsletter. 

iii) Space considerations 
Reviewed and discussed problems and needs for more 
space and furniture. The Committee agreed to allocate 
space to the Archival Project as soon as some becomes 
available. Mary will apply to Central Stores (Surplus 
Sales) for a desk and a chair. 

6. Other Business 
i) New Committee Member 

Marily~ requested_that Kay Ander~on be contacted as ' 
a possible community representative for the Centre. 
The Committee agreed that Marilyn contact her on our 
behalf. 

ii) 

iii) 

Fees for Forum and Membership 
The Committee discussed possible ways to approach the/ 
fee structure. Unresolved discussion of $15 Forum . 
fee and $5 or $10 general membership fee, tabled to 
next meeting. 

Parking Sticker 
Committee agreed to pay for parking space for staff 
memmber. 

7. Next Meeting of the Committee will be Monday June 12, 1989 
at 7:00 pm at the Centre. The main agenda item will be 
the Fall Forum. 
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WOMEN"S RESEARCH CENTRE, OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 
MEETING JUNE 12, 1989 

AGENDA: 

1, Approval of Agenda 

2. Approval of Minutes 

3. Announcements 

4. Old Business 
i) Centre sign 

ii) Naming committee 
iii) Newsletter 
iv) Fees 

v) Ursula Franklin's visit 
vi) House odds and ends 

vii) Forum 
- Fri eve 
- identifying chairs 
- book rooms 
- AWSA 
- fees 

5. New Business 
i) computer 

6. Other Business 

7. Adjournment 
next meeting-
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Operations Committee of the Women's Research 
Centre 

Seven woman group responsible for the overall operation of the 
Women· s Research Centre. The specific responsibilities include: 
- managing space and securing more space ·as needed; 
- managing money and securing money for the coming fiscal year; 
- managing staff and cveating new positions as money comes 
available; 
- insuring adequate liaison with both the University of Alberta and 
Athabasca University; 
- facilitate and enhance research being done at the Centre: 

Members of the Operations Committee: 
Cathy-Bray. 
Barbara Roberts 
Pat Leginsky 
Winnie Tomm 
Janice Williamson 
Diana Chown 
Marilyn Assheton-Smith 
* a chair should be elected and a process for working together created 
and put iri place 

It is proposed that this group of seven women act as the operations 
committee until the first Annual General Meeting of the Women's 
Research Centre which will be held in the early fall of 1989. 

Responsibilities of this committee include: 
1. managing the space and undertaking activities to secure more space 

· as required; 
2. managing the money and securing more money; 
3. managing staff and hiring and supervising staff as dollars permit; 
4. insuring adequate liaison with both universities; 
5. facilitate and enhance research; 
6. establish good working rel?tionships with other research groups in 
Alberta and Canada. eer,,.....~ 
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Minutes of the Women's Research Centre Meeting. 
January 17. 1989 

Present: Diana Chown, Cathy Bray, Winnie Tomm, Pat Leginsky, Rosa Spricer, 
Marlene Brouwer, Mair Smith, Sharon Frantz-Lutzer, Barbara Roberts, Susan 
Jackel, Melody Burton, Asha Sinha, Rosemary Liburd, Nanci Langford, Janina 
Vanderpost, Barbara Rice, Trisha Leskie, Aureene Costuros. 
Regrets; Donna Christianson-Cooley, Marilyn Assheton-Smith. 

1. Marlene reported that the spirituality group met 4 times since the last 
meeting to discuss all kinds of women's spirituality. She issued an invitation 
to the showing of the film Behind the Veil, as advertised in the last 
newsletter, and she emphasized that a discussion to follow would be 
encouraged. 
Marlene mentioned a Women and Spirituality conference to be held at 
Carlton University June 1 - 4, 1989. She is interested in going and will send 
related information to the Research Centre. 

2.Susan mentioned a group, in which she and Barbara Roberts are 
involved, called the Canadian Women's Historians, who are doing historical 
work on women. There are active sister chapters in Toronto and Montreal 
and they are looking to become regional. There is already a name for this 
chapter - W.A.S.H. - Women in Alberta and Saskatchewan Historians. The 
group is designated to meet on Mondays but nothing else has been 
formalized. The contact is Susan Jackel at 492-5086 (Canadian Studies ' 
number). 

A lenghthy and lively discussion about women and local history gathering 
ensued. Nanci Langford is doing her Ph.D. in historical sociology. Randi 
Warne and Cathy Cavanaugh may also be potential members of W.A.S.H. 
Susan mentioned a conference in Western Canada in 1990 regarding 
women's history. 

Susan mentioned the 60th anniversary of the Person's Case was coming up 
on October 18,1989. She is putting together information such as short 
biographies of the Alberta Five and a report card of the progress or lack 
thereof in the last 60 years. The celebration will be a one day event on 
campus--a celebration of the tradition of activism. Specific women are doing 
each of the biographies. They are as follows (I think): Louise McKinney -
Nanci Langford; Nellie McClung - Randi Warne; Emily Murphy - Susan Jackel; 
Henrietta Muir Edwards - Diana Chown; and Irene Parlby - Cathy Cavanaugh. 
The Provincial museum should be approached to see if they are doing 
anything or would like to participate in putting on the celebration. 

Janina mentioned an excellent film on the Person's Case that is at the 
Women':, Secretariat, but it cannot be shown as the copyright has run out. 



3. Barbara Roberts brought up the Aid to Scholarly Publications and the 
Social Sciences and Humanities Library, neither of which has a women's 
studies committee to referee proposals for women's research. Barbara 
invited anyone to become invloved in getting them to establish women's 
studies committees. Barb will assist in this endeavor. 

4.Funding questions were raised. Susan said that tlie Canadian Advisory 
Council for the Status of Women had 1.2 million to give towards research. 

Other possible sources were suggested: funding for immigrant women from 
Secretary of State Multiculturalism; funding for education and 
education/prevention from Health and Welfare: CRIA W has 13 research 
grants of $3000 each that are dispensed every November-the orientation 
there is toward action research. 

~$-!~? 
Lorriane Coutrille has been awarded a $15,000 grant from ? to research 
Native Canadian women's experiences in battered women's shelters. 

Marilyn is continuing the search for funds and has approached Elaine McCoy, 
the Minister Responsible for Women's Issues. A response in this regard is 
pending. 

5. Rosa reported that she and Cheryl Malmo had met since the last meeting 
to discuss a feminist therapy project involving a training video for 
counsellors. Cheryl's spouse works at ACCESS and therefore they have access 
to all the requisite equipment. Rosa invited more women to participate in the 
group. 

6. Rosemary raised the issue of facility. There is a problem with the 
Research Centre space not being used to its potential. We do not know to 
what extent the two grad students with offices in the centre are using the 
space. She announced that there was a key available at the Women's 
Program & Resource Centre so that anyone can use the centre during the day. 
The location of this key will also be mentioned in the next newsletter. 
Winnie will bring her students from the Women's Studies Program for 
afternoon meetings. There will be a schedule posted for booking the 
conference room, which we must keep in mind we share with the Professors 
Emeriti. 

We have been given a portrait of Emily Murphy by the U of A President. 

7. Barbara. Cathy Bray and Marilyn have met and are drafting up a 
proposal for a formal relationship between the University of Alberta and 
Athabasca University regarding what each will provide for the Centre. The 
Vice Presidents of each University must approve and sign the proposal. 



8. Sharon reported that not much has happened with the science research 
project but it is developing slowly. She has been in contact with Margaret-
Ann Armour of W.I .S.E.S.T. and Sharon is suggesting that there be a tapping 
into the people of W.I.S.E.S.T. and the UAY (Subcommittee of Grad and 
Undergrad Students). 

9. There was a discussion of forming new research groups and contacting 
those that already exist. We have no formal way of dealing with this. 
Aureene suggested that a contact person be designated for each group so 
that she could put interested individuals in touch with the appropriate group. 
This idea was discussed but did not meet with much favor . One group has 
closed and the members want to stay close knit as they are, not wanting to 
disperse energies to lots of people. It was suggested that new people could 
attend meetings to hear reports of projects and then to join or create new 
groups. Aureene expressed concern that if people could not be put on contact 
with others through the centre when they called, we could lose them 
altogether if they have to wait for the next meeting. 

10. Melody suggested scheduling research presentations to increase the 
profile of the centre. The presentation could be for research in progress or 
fine tuning papers or discussing ideas we are excited about or creating a 
dialogue on other research. These presentations can simply be an exchange 
among ourselves or treated as practise opportunities for the development of 
presentation skills in a supportive atmosphere. These presentations should 
be planned far enough in advance so that some publicity for them can take 
place such as in the newsletter, and can perhaps be called a "Feminist 
Research Evening". A subgroup could be formed to organize a presentation. 
Susan Jackel expressed interest here. 

Susan will do a brief presentation at the next meeting regarding 
reinterpreting Canadian history and women's history, entitled "Mothers of 
Confederation". 

11 . The deadline for Cathy Bray to receive information to be put in the next 
newsletter is January 31. 1989. 

12. The next Research Centre meeting is February 14, 1989 at 7:30 p.m. 



Minutes of the Women's Research Centre Meeting, 
February 14, 1989 

Present: Diana Chown, Winnie Tomm, Pat Leginsky, Barbara Roberts, 
Susan Jackel, Melody Burton, Janina Vanderpost, Joan King, Marilyn 
Assheton-Smith, Janice Williamson, Barbara Evans, Carol MacKenzie, 
Lin Clark, Cathy Mowat, Moira Proskin, Suzanne Schul2, Jennifer 
Hansen, Marilyn Allison, Aureene Costuros. 

Regrets: Cathy Bray. 

1. Meeting began with a round of introductions. As the Centre 
seems to be constantly attracting new people to its meetings, 
this appears to be a fine way for everyone to become familiar. 
It was agreed to discuss ongoing work of the Centre and general 
information before Susan Jackel's presentation. 

2. Marilyn Assheton-Smith advised that the administrative clerk 
position of the Centre would be coming vacant by the end of 
February. Aureene is resigning from the position due to other 
commitments. She asked anyone who is interested in the position 
to talk to her. 

Marilyn suggested that there be a designated time and place for 
doing the business of the Centre which is separate from the 
scheduled presentations. It was agreed. 

3. Pat Leginsky mentioned that there would be a number of activities 
scheduled around International Women's Day on March 8, 1989. The 
Women's Program and Resource Centre is having an open house on 
Friday, March 10 from 4-8 p.m. at the program house located at 
11019-90 Ave. There will be a parade on March 11 at 2 p.m. 
starting at the YWCA. Also at the YWCA will be displays and 
entertainment that day. 

4. Winnie Tomm announced a seminar entitled "Women of Colour" 
to be held on March 8 and 9 at the HUB International Centre. 
There will be a number of workshops held over a two day period 
which will include group discussion. Faith Nolan will be giving 
a concert on March 8 in association with the seminar. Tickets 
are $5 for both the seminar and concert. Contact Winnie for 
details at the Women's Studies office. 

Winnie announced that the Women's Studies Program is sponsoring 
lectures by Thelma McCormack on March 6 and 7 on the topic of 
feminist research. 

5. Barbara Roberts advised that the history working group is 
forming. Barbara, Diana Chown and Frances Sirepa? have met to 
set the group in motion. 

Barbara announced that there will be a meeting of women's studies 
academics {in the generic sense) in Calgary on Friday, March 3 
in the evening and Saturday, March 4 during the day. Barb is 
taking RSVPs if anyone is interested. 



2 • 

6. Moira Proskin advised that she is the editor of 
Contact, a newsletter for adults in continuing education, 
and she is willing to publish any news of women's events. 

7. Susan announced a call for papers frrthe Western 
Canadian Studies Conference to be held at the Banff 
Centre February 16-18, 1990. The focus is to be on 
interdisciplinary perspectives in research into gender 
and family in Western Canada. The deadline for submission 
of abstracts is June 30, 1989. 

8. Susan did a presentation on the Mothers of Confederation, 
a work in progress. Essentially she addressed the issue 
of feminist historians' endeavours to recover women's 
history in a way that remains faithful to the facts at the 
same time as exploring new interpretations from a 
contemporary feminist perspective. 

9. The next meeting will be on March 16, 1989 at 7:30 p.m. 
The main agenda will be discussions of the work of those 
who attend the meeting. Business (facility stuff) will 
also be discussed. 

submitted by Aureene 
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WOMEN'S RESEARCH CENTRE 
FEMINIST RESEARCH FORUM PLANNING MEETING 

APRIL 25 1990 7:30 PM 

MINUTES (NOTES) 

10 women present 
This was, like the last special planning meeting, a wonderful, 
warm, thought-provoking and energizing meeting. And, as often 
happens at meetings this wonderful, the discussions are wide-
ranging and very difficult to record. What follows is a general 
overview of the main discussions, with the odd detail thrown in 
whenever possible. 

- Discussion of Diana's idea of a Humour Room at the Cross- she is 
trying to promote, and is holding meetings with the administrators. 
Anyone interested? call Diana at 433-1525. Someone later suggested 
that a Humour session at the Forum would be appropriate. 

- Discussion of the CEIC Summer funding - 2 positions, Conference 
organizer and Research Assistant. Suggestions of women who might 
be interested in applying. 

- Agreed that by the end of June we need to know what we will be 
doing exactly - re the Forum, that is. 

Discussion of State of the Art broadly interpreted 
Performance Art and Performance Research for the Forum ( a 
therapist doing bodywork?) as a main theme 

- Other themes from the last meeting: Spirituality, Lesbian 
Invisibility, Participatory Research, Time for women to dialogue 
informally (integrate with sessions), Project Soledad, Jeri Wine 
and SAC - all this led to a discussion of the overarching theme or 
title: BEYOND SURVIVAL: CELEBRATING WOMEN'S COMMUNITIES - which 
would incorporate many different aspects including --- where we're 
going, the visionary aspect, the political, women of colour, 
support and health/ecology issues as well as the idea of linking 
communities in a political sense. This title suggests that we're 
getting beyond the isolation of women, and the idea of women as 
victim. Now, "how do I become" -reflects the yearning for 
something much more productive, the "getting beyond therapy" aspect 
of healing. Agreed that "Healing/Co-creation/Being Political" is 
what we're after. The Psych research group may be interested in 
pursuing this? Marilyn will ask. 

- the aforementioned Humour and Healing Committee mentioned Janice 
and Michelle as possible sources of help 

-the use of film/video was discussed: Soledad Project, In Her 
Chosen Field, Burning Times, with workshops for more specific work-

how to apply the research in the context of filmmaking etc. 
(OVER) 



- Vision of the Forum as having 3 or 4 General themes ( with 
panels, sharing, dialogues with facilitators(?) so everyone can 
participate (like the native women 'sharing circle' format) 
with Action research running throughout - ie. how to apply that 
research. (EG. if academic gives a paper on deconstruction in 
literature, then we show how it can be applied in our lives). 
There could be one workshop every once in a while, or, within the 
same session divide it into theory and action. Possible? why not. 
Intersperse poetry reading, music, humour, performance art. 
Humourous poetry. Friday Sept 21st is the Fall Equinox. 

- Discussion of the great variety of communities which could be 
represented - a few too many communities _at this stage in the 
planning is a good idea. We will need to pare down the list of 
issues by 'who can do what' - and this list will need continual 
assessment. First to get the program planning themes outlined: 
subcommittee of 5 volunteer to meet *Mon May 7th at 8pm at 
Marilyn's to try to put forward a structure, clarify the themes. 
Carol Murray, Noreen Bell, Marie Carlson, Diana Chown, and Marilyn. 

- Some women tentatively expressed interest in specific areas: 
Immigrant/native - Noreen; Spirit/Healing/Political - Mary and 
Marie, Sexuality - Susan; Healing - Carol. 

-Next tasks - hire Seed workers, do a large mailing to give notice 
of Forum and call for papers ASAP, come back together to share work 
and ideas and fun .. 

- NEXT MEETING: MONDAY MAY 14 1990, AT 7:15 PM at the Centre 



Agenda 
Women's Research Centre Community Consultation 

1990 Forum Program Planning Meeting 
March 27, 1990 (Tuesday) 

7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

RESEARCH IS A FANCY WORD FOR FINDING OUT 

1. Welcome and self- introductions (Marilyn Assheton-Smith) 7:00 

2. Agenda test 7:15 

3. Background on Research Centre and the Forum 7:30 

4. Questions: (Pat Leginsky) 7:40 

a. For the Forum to attract you, what issues would you like addressed? 
b. What topics and themes would address these issues? 
c. What types of research would you like to hear about; what is your group 

finding out about; what methods is your group using? 
d. Would you like to talk about that and/or hear about that at the Forum? 
e. Are there, specific women you would like to hear speak? Do you want to 

give a presentation yourself? 
f. Would you like one or more sessions focussed on how to do community 

research? 
How would you like to see the Forum structured? 

5. Pool results (Pat Leginsky) 

6. Comments and questions 

7. Closure; Refreshments 

8:15 

8:30 

9:00 
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WOMEN'S RESEARCH CENTRE 
COMMUNITY CONSULTATION for the 

3RD ANNUAL FEMINIST RESEARCH FORUM 
March 27 1990, 7 to 9 pm 

MINUTES (NOTES) 

1. Welcome and self-introductions 20 women present, thank you! 

2. Agenda approved. 

3. Background on Research Centre and the Forum. 
Discussion and Suggestions: 

- Res. Centre set up to bring academics and community together 
around the issue of knowledge - knowledge in action 

- we want to build a research forum that reflects more of the 
interests of community women, of different communities of women 

- is it possible to accomodate all interests? many communities 
are marginal, living at the edge -

- the fact that the forum is held on campus may put up 
barriers that are too intimidating. The difficulty is in 
communicating - opening up communication among communities - should 
we look at a different venue? Women who go to university aren't 
ordinary women, they are privileged women. 

- the Research Centre could look at giving presentations to 
explain the Centre at events such as the ASWAC assembly - 'this is 
who we are and this is what we're doing' idea 

- the forum needs to look at different sectors of women and 
what research they're doing and how they can intersect/interact 

- what realistically can be done when so many women are so 
busy prior to the forum 

- participants need to take the time to work out how they are 
going to bridge gaps with each other during the sessions - agreed 
that this was a major error in last years forum preparations -
setting aside time to communicate very important 

- idea re special sessions for women to talk about their 
interests, such as health/history/politics/spirituality - set up 
tables at lunch with each assigned a different interest area 

- integrate the sessions so that women don't have to choose 
between community and academia 

- develop dialogues between communities - for eg. panel of 
Jeri Wine and Sexual Assault Centre and ... etc. ie. . special 
interest groups of women to dialogue about different approaches to 
issues - the whole society in a microcosm - as at the family 
conference - how did they do it? ( Noreen and Debbie were there) 

the rooms around ED N 2-115 can be difficult re size and 
re ambience - esp. if a large turnout. The Kiva is good, but needs 
cushions or pillows for comfort. Grad Student lounge on the main 
floor has couches and atmosphere. 

Community building notion is important, intentionally 
creating events/sessions by using drama/images/gestures/sound in 
an integrative way 



- build group process by showing Forum - goers that their 
participation throughout the whole weekend is important for the 
celebration aspect - build a model to recreate year after year -
that *having fun is important* 

- the forum as a place where women can be equal and can have 
common experiences together 

- how to build in to it workshops on particular research, both 
academic and action-research that is part of our everyday life 

- try to have the forum an empowering event for women who "do 
research" and who don't realize that they do 

- the idea of the 'privilege of experience' - we need to show 
how both theory and practice go together 

- structure could drive the forum - the bridging that is so 
essential could be achieved by means of the structure 

- focus on linkeage at the "plenary" (and call it something 
else!) Language is critical. Call the Proceedings something else. 

4. Research Themes, Topics and Issues to address. Discussion: 

- Who is doing what research? how to convey this 
- How accessible is the research? 
- Where does it go? 
- Theoretical Circles idea (change the wording) 
- Voices vs. violence 
- Survivor support 
- Maintenance Enforcement - why it can't work 
- Women in the Workforce - Trade Deal and Privatization 
- Home Birthing/Midwives 
- Health Issues - Self-help, PMS, menopause 
- Immigrant women's groups 
- women in the Arts- Celebration of, Other Voices 
- use of Popular Theatre - new group The Weaker Vessel 
- Women's Music Collective 
- Women and Housing - Rosemary S's thesis, Co-ops, Inner City 
- Poverty issues 
- Lesbian visibility group 

Spirituality and Relationships 
- Prostitution and AIDS 

Native women isolation, could tie in with immigrant women 
- changes in family structures 
- issues of choice, reproductive technologies 

ROUND - what are women most interested in, and WHO will participate 
Marie Carlson, Peggy Graham, Leslie Crawford, Rosemary 
Solomons, Sue Carnahan? Noreen Bell? Debbie Foster? 

Meeting adjourned for refreshments 

- notice will go out re next planning meeting to list of 20 
'for your info' and whoever can continue to participate, however 
little, will be welcomed with joy and rewarded by the goddesses 



WOMEN'S RESEARCH CENTRE 

OPERATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING 

MONDAY JANUARY 8 1990, 4 PM 

AGENDA 

1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

3. ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CORRESPONDANCE 

4. NEW BUSINESS 

a) Weds pm meetings at the Research Centre 
conflicts 

b) Cl<.(/11,J °'"ii. 
c) Fc5YwYV\ 
!') 

+~ 

5. OLD BUSINESS 

6. 

a) Newsletter 

b) Research Presentation Jan 24 - advertise 

c) Discussion of community involvement, ?meeting? 

d) 

ADJOURNMENT: 
o1ttJ ~I 

NEXT MEETING: FEB 1.8 
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