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INT D 347 

WOMEN AND SOCIALISM: USSR AND 
EASTERN EUROPE 

An Outline 

Second Te rm 

"Women and Socialism: USSR and Eastern Europe: is an interdisciplinary 
course designed to introduce the student to the women's question in the 
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. At the same time, the course's objective 
is to explain the socialist theory as it relates to the women's question 
from the Utopian Socialists of the XIXth century to V.I. Lenin and his 
fol lowers. 

The fol lowing topics wi 11 be discussed: 

I. The origins of socialism; the Industrial Revolution; the French 
Revolution; the rise of the labour movement. The women question 1n 
Europe at the end of the XVI I Ith and beginning of the XIXth century; 
the Napoleonic Code; the rise of the feminist movement. 

11. Utopian Socialist5and the women question: Saint Simon and the Saint 
Simoni ans; Charles Fourier; Robert Owen; Pierre Joseph Proudhon; 
Flora Tristan. ~/ 

I I I. The gr°"th of the labour movement in Western Europe; Marx and Engels 
and the emergence of "scientific socialism". The Revolutions of 
1848; the emergence of the revolutionary movements in Russia; Chernyshevsky 
and the women question; women in the Russian revolutionary parties; 
Anarchism and the women question; German Social Democracy; August 
Bebe! 's ideas on women and socialism; Fabian socialism. 

IV. The life and work of prominent women socialists: Vera Zasulich; Rosa 
Luxemburg; Klara Zetkin; Nadezhda Konstantinovna Krupskaya; Alexandra 
Kollontai and others. 

V. The Revolutions of 1905 and 1917 in Russia. The changed position of 
women foll°""'ing the October Revolution: legal , economic, social, 
cultural. 
Lenin's, Trotsky's and Stal in 's views on the women question. Women 
and the building of "socia l ism in one country" (The Stalin Era). 

VI. The changed situation of women in Eastern Europe fol lov-iing World 
War 11; the social position of women and social mobility; education; 
women as the new proletariat; women and politics; women and culture; 
portrayal of women in literature; the women question and 11socialist 
realism" . Women and the movement of dissent in the USSR and Eastern 
Europe. 

Conclusion -- Does s ocialis m liberate wome n? 
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Winter tenn 1985 

Department of Slavic and East European Studies 

Int. D. ~7 

Women and Socialism: USSR and Eastern Europe 

Course requirements: 

l. Texts: 

The following are required texts. These should be purchesed 

at the University of Alberta Bookstore or through the second-hand 

book market. Also, students will be asked to pay a minimum fee for 

xeroxed material ( articles and/or chapters from a number of works). 

Hansson, Carola and Liden Karin. Moscow Women 

Jancar, Barbara. Women under Communism 

The Woman Question. Selections from the Writings of Karl Marx, F. Engel~ 

Lenin, Stalin 

Warshofsky-Lapidus, Gail. Women in Soviet Society: Equality, Developmen1 

and Social Change 

2. Term Papers: 

Students will be asked to write Two discussion papers (:§-8 pages long) , 

and one major research paper (15-20 pages long) due March 13, 

The research paper is to be presented orally in class and handed in for · 

marking in written form. A list of suggested topics for the discussion 

papers and the research paper will be distriwted. 

J. Examinations: 

There will be One two-hour examination in April ( final exam). 

4. Final Grade: 

Final grade will be determined as follows: 

Discussion papers 15% each 
Research paper 
Participation in discussion 
Final examination 

Total 

Time and Location, 

JO% 
2.5% 
1.5% 
30% 

100% 

Wednesday 3:JO - 6:20 P.M. Athabasca Hall Room 338 
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Office Hourss Tuesday - 10:00 - 11:00 
Friday - 9:00 - l0s00 
Monday - 5,45 - 6:15 
Wednesday - 3:00 - 3:JO 

and by appointment 

Telephone: 432-3230 or 432-3537 
Course Instructor: T. Yedlin 

A.M. 
A.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
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CURRENT SOVIET PERIODICALS AND PERLODLCALS CONTAINING TRANSLATIONS OF SOVIET 

ARTICLES. 

1 • Current Digest of the Soviet Press 

2. Soviet LI fe 

3. Soviet Law and Government 

4. Soviet News 

s. Soviet Psychology 

6. Soviet Reprints 

7. Soviet Review 

8. Soviet Society 

9. Soviet Sociology 

1 o. Soviet Women 
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