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TREATIES AND CPR 

The only reason the Canadian Indians were placed on 

t-eserves was so the Canadian Parliament could assure 

the Canadian Pacific Railway they had a title clear of 

Indian claims which had been clearly established in the 

Royal Proclamation of 1763. 

needed a legal surrender 

expecting in payment free 

find no mention of this in 

For this the 

land 

gover ment 

of t e t ,e 

along the t- □ ute. 

any parliamentary 

CPR was 

You will 

report. 

However Laurie, with his historical knowledge of dates 

of the 

aware 

treaties and t e final 

of what had taken place. 

payme t to the CPR, w-s 

Stra gely enough proor-

of that land grab fr m the Indi ns is ,,...eveal ed by t .e 

actual dates and the rail routes and t he dates of when 

and where Indian t i bes were persuaded to sL.rrendei'-

the·r legal c aim and signed onto a tiny piece of 1-nd 

a reserve. In your imag·nation if you look at a ma- of 

today's vanishing railway tracks you can trace the 

original route 

their railroad. 

t e CPR officials were contemplati g for 

It wasn't the reserve lands ·t·s self 

that was so important tote CPR, but w a ~,as exciti 

to them was to obtain a free gran t of, at reset a 

large part or unoccupied western Canada's crown lands 

that the Eastern Canadian only government felt could 

give them with a good title to as part of 

They were paying t □ build a railroad for 

the payme t. 

woul 
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belong 

eastern 

Indians 

with 

not to the taxpayer but t □ the CPR. 

Canada gover ment didn't w·sh to fight 

that h d over a vague promise on all 1 and 

by the British gover-nment previous 

That 

made 

tn 

Confederation. It was to guarantee the CPR payment for 

signing the contract to build the railwcy f om eastern 

anada to pay the 

then own. 

Pacific ocean that the railway would 

□ day you can check out for yourself just as Laurie did 

the systematic signing of treaty Indians onto reserves 

by merely following the main route of the CPR. The 

dates and areas r-eveal exactly conform and confirm t e 

often accuracies of Laur-ie's studies. Laurie and _ 

discussed this. 

It began in Ottawa by C nada's irst national 

government. The fact that the railway would take the 

t e difficult and expensive oute up into the area of 

Laurentian plateau seems strange rather then taking the 

shorter easier more southern route but ther-e was a 

economic 

tracks in 

difficult 

gain for the CPR in this too. Laying the 

tat almost unpopulated area 

and expensive. However the 

shield's cover-ed a great mineral wealth 

would be 

secret of 

slow 

the 

was beginning 

to leak ut in prospectors claims in the area and would 

of course in our time be revealed in the vast wealt 
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tat caused 

location. 

Sudbury, Ontario to become a world k ow 

The excuse PM MacDonald made to parliament 

for 

from 

that was i was essential t e railroad be rem te 

the Amet-ican boar-der after all the War of 1812 

when the American's attacked Canada was sill fresh n 

everyones 

parliament 

mind. 

and t e 

So MacDona d was 

voting eastern 

able to 

ublic 

convince 

th t the 

northern route was most desirable. The cost oft e CPR 

was entirely born by the gover-nment of Canada a 

as surrender of free 

crown land still 

erritories who were 

land and 

available 

vast quantities of 

i t e North 

not yet par of confedera io 

we 1 

free 

west. 

and 

paid by taxpayer then just given ta t~e CPR. It was a-

Lnbearable financial burden on a small new coun ry 

consisted of the three maritime pro inces, Quebec 

Ontario and had no money yet in its budget. 

It started the Ca adian taxpayer 

growing yearly deficits who's high 

on h"s long ma ch 

interest rates 

point where there would be no escape 

hat 

an 

to 

soon 

reached the 

debt forever. If the building of t e CP ·, the longest 

railwa in the 

Canadian people, 

native people of 

entire world, put a burden 

it was to place a tragic burden 

Canada by locking them onto 

unprofitable reserves just small pieces of 1 and 

fi t e 

on the 

small 

t ey 

had a legal 

control of 

claim and placing them under he complete 

the government at Ottawa through the 
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bureaucrats 

factual proof 

of when the 

11 tt-eaties 11
• 

in the Indian 

you must look 

Indians were 

Affairs department. 

tote location and 

signed into so 

Fa, 

dates 

called 
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TREATIES 

TO THE INDIANS WHO RECEIVED THEIR TREATY MONEY FROM 

THE HANDS OF A MOUNTIE, IT WAS A BINDING AND SACRED 

CEREMONY. THEY WOULD ONLY RECEIVE THE MONEY FROM THE HANDS 

OF A MOUNTIE IN HIS SCARLET TUNIC AND WITH THE UNION JACK 

FLYING OVERHEAD. HOW FIRMLY THIS IS BELIEVED BY THE 

INDIANS. THIS IS PROVEN BE AN INCIDENT THAT OCCURRED IN 

SOUTHERN SASKATCHEWAN WHEN THE INDIANS REFUSED TO TAKE THEIR 

TREATY MONEY BECAUSE THE NEW CANADIAN FLAG WITH THE RED 

MAPLE LEAF AND WHITE WAS FLYING AND THEY HAD TO SEND FOR 

THE APPROPRIATE UNION JACK. 1//15 vvA . fJ //J J) I C/IJI 6 

OF 77/£ I- j1.)]) 1 /-r/lJ 's f /!e,/)1 £0 YtJLtf, 

FROM LAIRD OF THE WEST 

BY: JOHN w. CHALMERS 

CHAPTER 9 PAGE 124 
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