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TREATIES AND RAILWAYS

The Indian people with no writing or reading in the
English language and no concept at all of the ancient
English rights to property be it "my castle is mine" or
"my home is my castle" of common law. Their idea of
property rights was land belonged to nature and who was
on it had the right to live there or hunt there. A
sort of "territorial right" that bird watchers observe
birds enforcing today, legal little to land was totally
alien and totally not understandable to the Indians.
They were concerned with where they pitched their

teepees and where they could hunt.

The fact their rights had been long ago been preserved
by the British for them in treaties made in Europe and
often as the result of wars fought there was unknown to
them. The governments guardians of laws were another
civil service group the department of justice and since
the Indians had never been accepted as equal citizens
they felt no special responsibility to deal with their

affairs at all.

However this vast new country that became a reality as

a separate at the time of confederation and

had inherited these legal obligation to the Indians

chose to ignore them. After all they had too many

Trcohi oo™l
AYT \ 2 m‘f
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other vital vast and impossible problems to solve.
These were a vast area to be governed political
protected by armies with the smallest of population per

area in the world to and pay for s b The

Indian problem until it became serious could wait.

It might have stayed that way if it hadn’'t been one of
the first priorities the country needed was survey of
its vast lands so they could be sold and some means of
transport to hold it together. Like the Roman’'s roads
were needed to rule. A rail road was the answer it was

the fastest and cheapest means of the day.

The first premier of Canada, drunk or sober John A.
MacDonald was at least a man of vision. He must
somehow bind this vast territory into a near governable
bundle and to lie it in ribbons of still rails was a

possible way that could be done if you could

get it cheap enough, will outside financing bevond his
impoverished countries small money chest of actual cash

of land.

Because the empty except of Indians land had been
invaded by Europe across the Atlantic a great many
eastern Indians had drifted west to where life was
freer and the ample food of the buffalo on the plains

and the animals in the forest land between them and the
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arctic ice was still available. The route of the
railway would have to be across those vast almost empty
prairie plains and up over almost empty mountains where
a large portion of the people were either Indian or
independent struggling non Indian immigrates, farmers
or settlers. Just squatting on almost free bits of
their own owned land. This area had to have
government, some sort of law enforcement and justice
and also it had to have roads that connected it to the
rest of more organized Canada now that the Maritimes,
Guebec and Ontario were a new country. It was the
great need of a railway that forced the government’'s
hand to make some sort of decision about the Indians.
Without an army it couldn’t be done by force,
negotiations were the only way with some sort of
delayed promise of compensation to impress the native
owners of the land and they sent out an already well
trained civil type of administrators to handle the

commercial end.

Essential was the fact that although the vote brought
peace in England it could not ever be given to these
darker natives who so outnumbered them. Civil servants
accountable to England were given great powers in
administration for the America’s a department of
Indians Affairs emerged. Today we see only the

exploitive nature of the empires but we forget they
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actually brought great improvements to both the
exploiters and those natives there exploiters in case

of existence and growth of knowledge.

In western Canada the invasion had come not via armies
but trading posts. The Indians welcomed those as most
. of us today do a new trading mall full of beautiful

displays and available goods.

It was England’s failure to give good colonial
government to misjudge the growth of the southern
warmer hal+f North America that under a foolish kings
overtaxing let to the American revolution of their 13

colonies and its loss.

That however had caused Canada to turn into no longer

primarily a French governed colony but to an English

one. Although Wolfe had with the help 3f the Indians

— B B
asliy

i

SO 3

conguer the French on the plains of Abraham out of
Buesbec they had left those conquered with rights to
their own language, religion laws government terms more
generous that any other previously conquered country.
With the American revolution Canada got instantly a
large highly cohesive new type of immigrants the V.E=
lovalists. There had been English immigrants before

but largely except for a few settlements failed
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attempts it was largely isolated individuals seeking

more of this new area. He chose to build on a high
hill covered with available boulders. However in the
first spring of its building in the workmen as

they ate their lunch in the noon day sun noticed the
entire hill seemed to be moving. The hill wasn 't they
had built on top of the largest snake pit in the North

West. In desperation the foreman offered a

to the workmen finally they gave up an

started a new government capital building on a new
location. I often worry iAf that snake hill was
symbolic but despite it the North West Territories was
launched and the way made clear to build the railway
across the plains, what was often referred to as "just

Indian territory".

To the south the U.5.A. had sent out their veteran
calvary from the fierce battle civil they had fought.
they with two wars a fierce revolution and a civil war

had acquired armies.

As a result the Canadian west would be governed by a
civilian military force rather than the trained only in

fighting army of the U.S5.A.

A government for a vast territory they had just named

after the direction they pointed to when they wanted to
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The Indians had already legal peace treaties to protect
their legal ones even if they were unaware of them.
Further they had been living with the whites in peace
already for over hundreds of years. They had the
conflicts that seem to always arise when humans live in
close proximity and ones we still are deeply aware of
‘in  our modern cities but no often war conditions

existed at all.

Canada had only inherited small armies from the
previous English rule and their French so a new police
force was formed named the Royal Canadian Mounted
Folice of volunteer civilians adventurers. Fortunately
it was headed up on its march west because they had to

ride all the way by a lawver. In the strong neighbour
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TREATIES

In the signing of Indian treaties, the

temporarily surrendered their immediate

they had established by pccupancy and

signed with European powers but many of

robbed of one’'s

name. It was then the Indian like

such as Mark Twain gained a "mom de

=

conceived from & peEn. the

but for Indians their new names came F

arrogant employees of the department of

who were present at treaty signing.

{To be already available Hobbema

alphabet)

Today attempts to recover Indian names for their tribes
in‘ becoming universal. This is probably necessary
healing procedurs of a long time would that was po

on Indians but the confusio it is geating and he
Indians loss f their own history because of changed
names af their tribes may not be sufficient
compensation. How can we whites criticize this r

society where we daily transfe Eal gful titles into

SE= nitial Gove ents try. to a%%?n€§E§££E§/

Jesperately seek what they feel is just /fa more sellable

most personal possessions

authors had

Indian not only

right to land
past treaties
them also were
-—= their OwWn

a few famous authors

lﬁme“ == names

chosen theirs
rom the pen of
Indian Affairs

story, Indian
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John Laurie made an important change in the history

Indian people so the names the Indians were using

he used at the time of that

as such in his history so accuracy can be confirmed.:?

* At the back of the book are the 1990°'s
currently used of tribes.

Reference re: today ' s names of
dealt with are listed.

o-

ani

change should be recorded

nameas

tribes Laurie

iy
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TO THE INDIANS WHO RECEIVED THEIR TREATY MONEY FROM

THE HANDS OF A MOUNTIE, IT WAS A BINDING AND SACRED

CEREMONY. THEY WOULD ONLY RECEIVE THE MONEY FROM THE HANDS

OF A MOUNTIE IN HIS SCARLET TUNIC AND WITH THE UNION JACK

FLYING OVERHEAD. HOW FIRMLY THIS IS BELIEVED BY THE

INDIANS. THIS IS PROVEN BE AN INCIDENT THAT OCCURRED 1IN

SOUTHERN SASKATCHEWAN WHEN THE INDIANS REFUSED TO TAKE THEIR

TREATY MONEY BECAUSE THE NEW CANADIAN FLAG WITH THE RED

MAPLE LEAF AND WHITE WAS FLYING AND THEY HAD TO SEND FOR

THE APPROPRIATE UNION

FROM LAIRD OF THE WEST

BY: JOHN W. CHALMERS

CHAPTER 9 PAGE 124
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INDIAN TREATY

During the early white mans efforts at listing and
recording them the quians names like a few famous
authors such as "Mark Twain" the Indians gained "nom de
plumes"”. Theirs were indeed only 'names from a pen but
the pen was seed in the case of thE‘Indians in his nor

in his own hand and given by but in an

arrogant employee of Indian n

A name is one of vour most personal possession a closs

as your own nose and to blacken or change it is hurtful

to your person and insulting to your pride.

Today tribes and sometimes Indians are trving to

back to their own family or tribes names.

This has produced confusion but since we whites began
that we should have patience with their now searching

of their lost past identity.

Treadest 3
ok aslas
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TREATIES
SO MANY OF THE RECORDS WE HAVE OF EARLY INDIANS WERE WRITTEN
AS PART OF OFFICIAL CHURCH REPORTS, R.C.M.P. REPORTS AND BY OFFICIAL
AGENTS OF THE DEPARTMENT WHICH WERE ALL RATURALLY BIAS IN FAVOR OF

THE WRITER’S PERFORMANCE.

yé
OFTEN IT IS INTREMARKS OF UNPREJUDICED ORDINARY CITIZENS WHERE

2]
WE FIND UNREPORTED AND SURPRIZEw)VIEWPOINTS ( INCLUDE HERE REMARKS OF

SIR WALTER SCOTT’S BROTHER WRITTEN IN A LETTER OR THOSE OF AN EQUALLY

FAMOUS BRITISH RELATIVE OF CHARLES DICKENS REGARDING TREATIES.) OR AN *

A—

EARLY RESPECTED SOUTHERN ALBERTA PIONEERS ( GATEZ ) OF THE LOUIS REBELLION.

AT LEAST THEY PROVIDED US WITH A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE.
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TREATY

Because they had been told treaty signing would be the
end to starvation to Indians it was a time of jovy. In

and the reporter ‘s present they

describe their mock battles all night dancing and the
joy of eating and buying possession, beads, iron pots
and ribbons from the white traders who had all come and

whose peddlar literally encircled the camp.

Fortunately the greatest Indian painter aof them all
Charlie Russel of Great Falls Montana spent 3 vears of
his life living as a fugitive From some small conflict
on the law with Alberta’s Blood Indians and so we have
a true record of their way of life. He painted the
giant 12 feet by 9 feet picture of Indians putting on
the same kind of display when Sacawace the Indian woman
from memory had guided the American Lewis and Clarke
expedition across a continent and showed them route

over the Rockies to the FPacific.

RO
AYSXN 3 (4%
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TREATIES

The Indians signed them because they were gift
and they were slowly starving to death. The government
of Canada offered these so called peace treaties only

recognizing legal title to the land

that past European treaties singed by England had ance
recognized. Indians had a claim in these 1and the
reason the newly formed Canadian government had to get
legal clearance to the land was they had to have that
land first of all to pay the promised Hudson Bay
Company payment they were demanding. A transfer to
them with clear title of thousands of western Canada

land. At the same time the Canadian Pacific Railway

were also

beginning and to build

would be owned by the Railway

of Canada at all. Why

offered such shamefully low

done them no harm?

demanding they

receive prepayment for
building a railway that
company not the citizens

our Canadian government

terms to a race who had

I suppose one can say in their defence they became this

new country broke.

The last open crown owned lands had

been sold in Ontario by western treaty signing time.

Those profits were gone

they had already agreed to pay

and were in dept to the two giant private corporations.

Hudson Bay Company

in cash plus clear title

T oA T-eD
RNTIN G a4

27
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to millions of acres title free land in the Canadian

northwest and BVEn more tot he Canadian Facific
Railway. "The chief of all the white person, the great
white mother and Queen Victoria will treat Yyour

children just as she does ours" There had been no wars
at all to close, or stop with a peace treaty. These
peace treaties seemesd a gift giving ceremony. The
whites offered the gifts of lots of food, some precious

money to buy some traders goods in their wvans

surrounded the encampment more food and promises of
more food and money in the future also there were gifts
of big silver medals, and coats for the chiefs and
promises that their gifts would be an area of land
forever. To the Indians their for as long as the sun
shines and the waters flow. That exclusively would be
for their own their homes then there was that most

telling promise of all the government made.
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TREATIES

In the treaties they were never told Queen Victoria no
longer governed them nor was it explained to them they
had already lost their land. The implication given was
hunting for food would not be stopped = wall not
stopped on any cCcrown lands not occupied. Indians had
not realized that in Ontario all CroOwn lands had
already been sold, and the government and CPR WEFS
already counting on and advertising for buyers of that

unoccupied land in western Canada.

'Tbeu§£45§3
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TREATIES

The government knew that Queen Victoria no longer
controlled them. The Indians concept was a chief spoke
for all his people so thgy told the Indians they were
dealing with a great“ﬁggi;f their chief and known to the
Indians to Indian women Bueens were called "Mothers".
The mounties whose fairness they had learned to respect

were called the Royal North West Mounted FPolice and

were that Queens respected soldiers.

It was shear misrepresentation and to a trusting people
in their unfortunate future Indians would still
hopefully rely on the Queen as I would be forced to

accept.

As early as an Indian chief had sent a

complaint to Queen Victoria and at least received an
answer. Down east Indians had fought in Queens
regiments to defend Canada against the Americans.
Little did they know it was no Rueen they were dealing
with. It was instead a bunch of eastern unknown
politicians of four years duration only. Nor that the
big rush to sigh the Indians now in treaty wasn’'t the
proper one they were starving to death but was to get a
clear legal title to land in the North West Territories

so they could then give some of that land to pay back

Treotcen®?
Vue, S(aY
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the money they had promised to the Hudson Bay Company
corporation in their deal with them or worse vyet the
Canadian FPacific Railway company a company in which
many of the politicians had a Ffinancial interest in
promoting so true there would be a bringing down of a

government on a proven "scandal".

For those reasons primarily was "the rush" of signing
the western plains Indians in treaty. If doubtful if
Victoria had even heard of this, nor had the western
missionaries or aven our early settlers although
already the search for buyable, sellable land was on,

and so we have the beginning in the west of the first

of many "land grabs" from Indians ones that had been
going on down east for years. What drove the Indians
to signing the treaties. They had little or no

explanation of what they were, was hunger, hunger close

to death.

A wvery true description of this is found in a bride who

came west with her husband forget who served

a western Canada’'s (Laird goes in here)

In all fairness the federal government had not promoted
this hunger, Its cause was a phenomena of nature a
lesson on the grand scale of how dependant humans

beings are on nature.
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The centuries old food base for natives living on a
great plains had been their amazing skill in hunting
the largest animal on the North American continent they

called the buffalo.

The immense flat plains stretching across the mid west
of this whole American continent was a natural pasture
ground for this largest of our animals. It supplied
most easy nutritive grass and had few barriers. It
supplied an inventive and brave native people not only
most of their food, but also the material for their
homes, the heat in a freeless land for their warmth and
fires their tools and their clothes. For centuries
untold they had lived together. One of the first
explorers reported seeing one he thought must be a

water bison like in Asia in Florida.

These beasts also tended to move on their

yearly migrations from the cool north to the warm south
pastures in herds when seen by garly explorers were
unbelievable. Often a mile wide and two miles long
touching head to tail. They cut swathes and dead ruts
where they walked for the first unmounted Indians to
hunt them on foot with a wooden bow and a flint chipped
arrow head required immense skill and courage. To
butcher them hours of skill. Their was no advantage

for the Indian than to kill more than he could use.
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The Indians knew a secret about the buffalo that giant
animals small ears vibrated fiercely to sound. A
secret the white man never learnt till he tried to head
them with helicopters to a protected northern area.
Noise causes them to stampede and buffalo are killed
and mashed to pieces by the very size of their herds.
The Indians used this knowledge to often to drive the
herds into corrals where single slaughter was possible
or getting them to run aover cliffs before they cold
SWEINVE AWAaY. Below these were waiting Indians and
their women who would immediately finish the injured
buffalo off with a bone knife. No safe job the woman
would immediately start cutting up the animals into
thin strips of meat smoke this over smouldering fires
for days and wrapping it in its fat place the ball into
a bag of either the animals cleaned bladder or scrapped
clean skin lined bag. They called it pemigan and
buried it memorized sights it would be still good 10
vears later while in a hungry winter or long trail
trip. They stripped its fur to use the floor of a bed
and sides of their cane shaped teepee portable homes.
Its horns were liquid barriers or glasses and in +all
they gathered their son baked droppings from the
prairie they had pastured or crossed on and these
served as the most amazing fuel on the treeless
prairies. They burn slowly extremely hot and ocdourless

and are portable l1it or unlit. Too the Indian he was
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their true provider and they gave him godly honour
constantly painted him and telling tales about him.
The Indians had shared the 1land with him for centuries
when it would seem their tribes were larger. It wasn’'t

Indians wanton shots from the traders guns or bullets

they were too sExpensive and their weren 't enough
Indians. Many more were killed by whites when they
migrated south of the boarder. As they were __inm

number Amesrican Indians sometimes set fires along the
boarders to stop their spring migration north ward.

The new American railways ran for

daring white hunters who enjoyed the sport of shooting
them from the safety of the train’'s windows. That fine
man General Sheeman in a Texas political speech said
part of his campaign would be to offer medals to white
buffalo hunters medals with a picture of a dead buffalo
on one side and a dead Indian on the other. It was
common knowledge to blame Indians still depended on the

buffaloc as his food base.

No doubt barred wire fences often turned the heros
route but anyvone who today is handling those those
glorious beasts as cattle will tell vou what fierce
fence breakers they are. Incidentally the white man
now some domesticated meat is for sale will tell vyou
how tasty it is and its nutrition value seems safer and

higher than domestic beef. For centuries the Indians
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survived on it in a cold area with few wild cereals or
vegetables as a supplement. The strange disappearance
of the vast buffalo herds in an almost 3 vyvear times is
one of the great ecology tragedies of all time and led
to the starving Indians into surrendering the lands
they had a legal claim to Ffor a pittance and on which
they had never been Bven once conguered on for the
promises of land and food and future care of their
children for all until the sun ceases to shine and the
rivers flow. The trouble was the buffalo’'s

disappearance coincided.
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BUFFALDO AND TREATIES

The ever alert nature wise Indians must have recognized
their food base was vanishing so they were ready to be
herded onto land they at least believed they could call
their own where +food rations and training in the new
ways of the white man would be freely given and so
peacefully they signed treaties. The way was cleared
to let the railway peacefully cross the prairies with
all land given them and that was a rumoured one of
every ten sections in Western Canada as part payment to

their company.

~— This is history as we find it recorded but as Webster

it history is

and that history was not recorded by the Indian
confined on a reserve unable to read he had to depend
on what was told him by the civil servants agents they
sent to the reserve. He was not told of his still

iegal rights founded on first possession

rights in ancient treaties indeed he wasn’'t even given

or shown a copy of the treaty he had signed.

He understood that game wardens were preventing him
acquiring his necessary food he hunted that all he had

to eat wre limited food rations he had to

beg from an agent nearly the only white person he ever

Nnow contacted. The department had no intention of

Tmei\a§*7
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educating these Indians they now legally defined as
their wards. When the churches volunteered to do that
they let them, but didn’'t properly finance it through
keeping it entirely under their control. t i o was
actually the volunteer efforts of dedicated religious
missionaries that brought education at all to them and
+ 1 was largely paid for by pennies collected in the
Sunday schools all over the world that financed it.
The problem of Indians children getting to the ane
school available they financed school was impossible
and S0 to get any education the churches were
encouraged to create residential schools that the
government totally controlled and inadequately financed
S0 the dreaded residential schools appeared an
reserves. I attended boarding school myself and cried

myself to sleep with home sickness till the Ffirst

Christmas. Indian children not only suffered the Same
home sickness but the sudden feeling a terrible
culture rift. In Indian society children were valuable
and cherished here they became almost a to

both feed and esducate. Dan Kennedy in his book

the new rare of Indian child grew up in a vacuum of the
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lost wisdom of his own races past ages and a totally
inadeqguate and impoverish supplement of knowledge of
his present world. Today 's Indians condemn the

missionaries realizing they would have had

no education at all without their dedicated work of
those teaching missionaries. When John Laurie wanted
to tell the non Indian peaople about how fine the Indian
people really were he recorded the stories of Indian
leaders. They all were residential or missionary
raised and without them the vanishing red man myth
would have been really turned from myth to reality.
The wandering past Indians just hunting the fertile
almost unpopul ated land had no admiration for the
Europeans forcing land by  hard agrainan work into
producing mor e than naturally and slowly grown and

consumed food.

From the Indians historical viewpoint these strong
physical survivors were deprived of their past health.

The herbs and medicine

their medicine man

wise in medicine were deposed, replaced by

one poor doctor who maybe once a month for a day tended
over a 1,000 i1l patients and the white man’'s pains
they had no acquired immunity to like measles and

chicken pox devastated them.
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Their religious believes were banished on the grounds

they were old.
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TREATIES

Herding native people together and enclosing them on
reserves was not peculiar to Canada. It was Jjust a
part of the European’'s means of invasion and domination
of many natives who all had for centuries occupied the
new lands the daring explorers had made available to
them. The natives so outnumbered those who came by
small boat fulls to their shores that conquest of those
intelligent and physically strong Nnumerous people of

the new lands would not be 2easy.

"Divide and rule® became the system. Native people
being basically people who hunted the wild animals kept

their groups sméll, separated to following

the migration and location of the animals they were

dependant on for food. The European‘s

on this and immediately to crate barriers to keep them
still isolated in small groups so numbers they wouldn 't

drive . Sometimes creating buffer

states as in defence or by moving them into a small
"reserved” area and them locking them hopefully forever

into there.

The Indians of the great central plains of North
America were already by languages and customs and

family relations divided into tribes who had cleverly

T‘\QCU&(%M
Shhhaﬁﬂaﬂ
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learnt to travel and survive even without the

of the horse or gun to survive on.

The coastal area back sast and and eventually

north in a boats areas were the invasion points. The

French who in Europe knew only to invading conguest and

when they came to Canada. been invaded in 8
wars where they were the invaders understood only
congueast. of these small tribes and as soon as they

arrived congquest of natives began.

The English who were only defenders of their =maller
island kingdom had already developed far beyond France
whao the most autocratic and powerful king much
more democratic form of rule that allowed individuals a
measure of cooperative self government. So conguest of
the natives was only used when they rebelled not so

Canada could o .

In herding the Indians onto isclated reserves carefully
the English played on the past believes of the Indians
customs. The phrase "for as long as the sun shines and
the rivers flow" fitted into the Indians religious

nature religions as an of true security.

Just as the phrase "Our great mother QGQueen will care
for each of your children as she does her own" fitted

into the Indians culture. The responsibility of the
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chief to share food among his followers

treaty negotiations were done in the names of our great
white mother not GQueen. Indians had also allowed
certain gquality as well as honour to women. In the
Irigous confederacy in Guebec woman had a vote whereas
French Canadian Quebec of our age was the last province
in Canada to allow a woman to vote. They had also

played up the Indians importance to "gift giving" see

finished article
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TREATIES

Among ane of the most exciting books Laurie read was
Sir Frasers "The Golden Bough now accepted as a
classic, but first published in 1922 by Macmillan, New
York. It was a world study of primitive people. In it
there first appeared the phrases later used in Canada
when they signed the Indians into treaty, then the
Indian native kings of South America and Mexico took an
oath when they came to power that they would make the
son to shine, the clouds to give rain and the rivers to

flow, and the esarth to bring fruits in abundance.

Unfortunately the government signers may have admired
those fine phrases but never followed them. Treaty
signing simply meant the Indians would not fight for
title to the land in turn for accepting small areas to

be forever exclusively theirs.

Canadian government was without really any funds and
were facing a promised cash payment to the Hudson Bay

Company of and to finance the building

of the worlds longest railwavy.

The fine imitating phrases were meant to indicate the
length of the treaty. Faorever so the miserable small

payment worthiness was in its long period of guaranteed

T?Q&ANWQ@7
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payment yet as Laurie was finding out from the days the
treaties were signed the government by evicting treaty
Indians just totally cut off payment and that fraom
treaty signing on the department had put in their
directive and recommended the passage aof laws that
broke that sacred promise and guiet making those S0
miserable small but forever payments the government had

guaranteed "forever".
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TREATIES

Laurie would come to understand that giving gifts and
receiving them had always been a part of the Indians
culture since earliest times. After a hunt the woman
prepared the meat and then distributed it first to
the most impoverished family even today in urban areas.
White persons who attend a graduation of an Indian
school are surprised that the Indian graduates hand out
small gifts to the non Indians who have just come to

their graduation.

The white man soon learnt to take advantage of this

gift with the Indian.

The Indian had no sense of permanent ownership of land.
While they hunted in an area it became their territory
and they would fight invading other tribes whao
attempted to take it over from them and try to drive
them off but once they abandoned a territory they were
not concerned with who followed and tried to hunt

there.

The white persons used the giving of gifts customs, to
get Indians to surrender title to lands thevy were no

longer using.

Trealees®T
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All treaty signings began with the whites giving of
gifts - medals, coats for the chief - free food. the
chiefs in return then signed the documents the white
persons asked them to. Documents they couldn’'t read
concerning the areas they no longer used for hunting
Oon. The white sneered at Indians for getting a gift
back when you gave one. They ijokingly called it Indian
givers but we whites of today have developed that same
principal into todays biggest commercial occasion - the

christmas season.

The Indians never understood ownership except by
occupation of land they were not using, so they thought
it not unusual that the whites wanted to use that land
just temporarily as they had - it was a proper thing to
make a peaceful agreement - @ensible and courteous.
The promises of future aid as they had been through as
period of plague and famine was also generous they

believed and kindly.

No wonder so few Indian resisted treaty signing. The
whites craftily took advantage of the VEary finest
customs the Indians had evolved through centuries. In
reality taking advantage of hunger Was hitting the
weakness and their motives were to obtain the land free
so they could buy the other half of Canada by paying

off the price the Hudson Bay Company required to



Thomas A. Edge Archives

& Special Collections

FOR REFERENCE USE ONLY
2009.004/1231

surrender their legal lease and to pay the price in
frees land the other commercial company the Canadian
Facific Railway was demanding before they would start

to build a railway.
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TREATIES

We are all aware of Canada’'s debt deficit that we owe
banks, taxpayers or whoever our politicians borrowed
money from to finance our way of life. However , we
never review vyearly the deficit we still owe our
Indians. Money we agreed to repay them Ffor the

peaceful surrender of their acres of Canada.

Today it confuses many Canadians as to why we still
pay. It is a legal deficit our own government assumed
so they could buy the lease off the Hudson Bay Company
and pay the Canadian Pacific Railway so they would

forever own their own railway.

Canada’'s first government began with this deficit and
we are stuck with it. Fortunately at least that first
government drove a hard bargain on its down payment and
its forever annual payments by exemption and life and

services promised.
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TREATIES

The treaties were misnamed they are usually make
between two nations to cease warring and the term for
stopping a War . The Indian’'s only wars they had ever
fought in was when they has assisted non Indians in the
non Indians wars against cther non Indians like
assisting the English in obtaining their European war
of over a hundred years on it continuation on into the
American colonies on the plains of Abraham in Quebec or
in the war of 1812 with the English against the
revolutionary American. They had also assisted as
warriors used by the trading companies in their fights
against one another and the religious conflicts that
resulted in massacres or attacks between two white

religious groups.

The name treaty sounded so fine they were in realities
legalized and signed agreement where by the whites took
land titles from their long time friends and allies for
an agreement to pay the Indian by assuring him a clear
title to land he already owned and lived on for a

__=mall cash payment for the sale of a vast territory
the impoverished new Canadian government had little or
no money to pay as they were already committed to pay

off the Hudson Bay Company for the North West Territory

land they had acgquired and to the CFR for building the

e 2okt e
BRrilAe (A3
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waorlds longest rail road. So instead of making it a
cash sale they promised the Indian protection and small
annual treaty payments and free taxes and schooling and
sServices, forever it was a like a long agreement of
salk to last sill "The Bun gets and the river flow - or

forever but a treaty it was not warring

nations it was a case where the broke buver could
arrange peacefully to gain title to land without either
a costly war being fought and won or full payment for
value by a cash payment at the time of transtfer. The
Indians with no sense of individual or even tribes
exclusive registerad land cwnership = ‘ac:epted the
terms - because starving they had 1little choice the
treaties should have been called a bargain purchase
with title surrendered at the time of first payment. Al
hungry starving people. Today no such sale of land is
available to anyone or ali the people who have mortgage

payments still due on their title would very happy.
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TREATIES

The treaties ware misnamed they are usually make
between two nations to cease warring and the term for
stopping a War . The Indian’'s only wars they had esver
fought in was when they has assisted non Indians in the
non Indians wars against other ﬁon Indians like
assisting the English in obtaining their European wWar
of over a hundred years on it continuation on into the
American colonies on the plains of Abraham in Quebec or
in the war of 1812 with the English against the
revolutionary American. They had also assisted as
warriors used by the trading companies in their fights
against one another and the religious conflicts that
resulted in massacres or attacks between two white

religious gQroups.

The name treaty sounded so fine they were in realities
legalized and signed agreement where by the whites took
land titles from their long time friends and allies for
an agreement to pay the Indian by assuring him a clear
title to land he already owned and lived aon for a

z=mall cash payment for the sale of a vast territory
the impoverished new Canadian government had little or
no money to pay as they were already committed to pay
off the Hudson Bay Company for the North West Territory

land they had acguired and to the CFR for building the
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worlds longest rail road. So instead of making it a
cash sale they promised the Indian protection and small
annual treaty payments and free taxes and schooling and
services, forever it was a like a —long agreement of
salk to last sill "The Bun gets and the river flow - or

forever but a treaty it was not warring

nations it was a case where the broke buyer could
arrange peacefully to gain title to land without either
a costly war being fought and won or full payment for
value by a cash payment at the time of transfer. The
Indians with no sense of individual or sven tribes
exclusive registered land awnership - accepted the
terms - because starving they had little choice the
treaties should have been called a bargain purchase
with title surrendered at the time of +first payment. 3
hungry starving people. Today no such sale of land is
available to anvone or all the people who have mortgage

payments still due on their title would very happy.
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TREATIES

The treaties were misnamed they area usually make
between two nations to cease warring agd the term £ or
stopping a war . The Indian’'s only wars they had ever
fought in was when they has assisted non Indians in the
non Indians wars against other non Indians like
assisting the English in obtaining their European war
of over a hundred years on it continuation on into the
American colonies on the plains of Abraham in Guebec or
in the war of 1812 with the English against the
revolutionary American. They had also assisted as
warriors used by the trading companies in their fights
against one another and the religious conflicts that

resulted in massacres or attacks betwesen two white

religious groups.

The name treaty sounded so fine they were in realities
legalized and signed agreement where by the whites took
land titles from their long time +friends and allies +for
an agreement to pay the Indian by assuring him a clear
title to land he already owned and lived on for a Sl 5

small cash payment for the sale of a vast territory
the impoverished new Canadian government had little or
no money to pay as they were already committed to pay

off the Hudson Bay Company for the North West Territory

land they had acquired and to the CFR for building the
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worlds longest rail road. So instead of making it a
cash sale they promised the Indian protection and small
annual treaty payments and frese taxes and schooling and
sServices, forever it was a like a long agreement of
salk to last sill "The Bun gets and the river flow - or

forever but a treaty it was not warring

nations it was a case where the broks buyer could
arrange peacefully to gain title to land without either
a costly war being fought and won or full payment for
value by a cash payment at the time of transfer. The
Indians with no sense of individual or even tribes
exclusive registered land ocwnership o accepted the
terms - because starving they had little choice the
treaties should have besn called a bargain purchase
with title surrendered at the time of first payment. &
hungry starving people. Today no such sale of land is
available to anyone or all the people who have mortgage

payments still due on their title would very happy.
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TREATIES

A point where democratic England, and their Canadian
and American colonies to whom they had handed an an
already formed democratic government all had long
discarded the laws vyou as an individual were
according to vyour past descendants titles or actions.
The treaties had instead locked the Indians into the
awful position you have only any rights because of vyour
born descent or the past actions of your dead

ancestors. It was the kind of restrict law all Europe

had discarded for centuries.

Then by registering each Indians and just trading his
descendants the department had not only simplified
control by name of each Indian but means of holding
over every Indians head a threat of eviction. It was
as though every Canadian citizen had to be able to
prove the actions of his great grandfather before and
after he came to Canada before he had a right to his

choice of home or place to live in.
Worse vyet the membership lists were turned over to the
exclusively control of the bureaucrats easily concealed

from both courts of justice or government.

It locked every Indian onto his small reserve as firmly

Tvem&«a:;&q
ﬂﬁ@%qu
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as a high iron fence around a prison door with the

department holding the only key to the one gate.

To the Indians who were asked to make a mark anm X on
the treaties and who could not read or write it was
clearly true as can be found in Morris’'s published
report to parliament of the signing of the treaties
covering all Indians on Canada’'s vast western plains
also is what was said to the Indians. To them they
were receiving ample, if unmeasured land for their own
use. Free from white’'s further invasion there would be
hunting rights on that land and also on all unoccupied
crown land which at that time was the largest part of
western Canada. They would receive needed free food
and training and agriculture implements and that
wonderfully assuring spoken so they heard it "our great
white mother (the Indians name for the Queen) Victoria
will treat all her children (the subjects) equally your
children will receive equal treatment with all of her
white Canadian subjects. To them and even the
missionaries their only available white advisors 6
sounded like a workable solution now after their land
was already without their permission had been largely
occupied and unknown to them sold by the Canadian

government for cash to Europe’'s immigrants.

FPossibly governments who followed might have made more



Thomas A. Edge Archives

& Special Collections

FOR REFERENCE USE ONLY
2009.004/1231

favourable terms, but immediately after the Indians
signed the government would exclude their ability tﬁ
renegotiate by turning the control totally over to a
small group of almost unfirable bureaucrats in Ottawa
whose very Jjobs would only exist if the Indian was kept
in poverty under their total control and seemingly in

desperate need of their direction.

First a civil servant it was an answer to his wildest
dreams no criticism or control could come down from the
government above the Indian could not elect a
government member who needed his wvote and would
therefore defend him and the Indian had to obey the

department or just starve.

The system of kesping control of natives by eivil
service departments had long been a pert of all of
Europe’'s colonial systems be they French, German,
Spanish, Belgium, Dutch or the largest of all England.
When England transferred peacefully and without
financial compensation their past powers to Canada the
system of control of natives by bureaucrats civil

servants was simply moved to Canada.

In Canada’'s first parliament of confederation, which
now in today’'s clearer and more critical back view

could well have been called the Farliament of
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confusion. Our at least courageous first elected FPrime
Minister John A. MacDonald just handed the vital well
paying post of handing all the native’'s future to a
long time close friend. No one noticed or cared they
had such other wvital problems to solve. That has been
the situation now in Canada for (19244-1967) vyears.
Only one true big basic change has been made in it and
that was made as a result of Calgary school teacher’'s
life work on behalf of the natives whose land we share
and the fight put up by all Alberta Indian tribes it
their association and put up also by all Calgary and
most Alberta non-Indians. My Jjob was to assist John
Laurie for 20 vyears and finish the job after his

untimely death.
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The government had at treaty time been in the same
legal position as any hopeful purchaser of land. They
wanted 3 title to the Indians land —-- Tr—4sci heg—t
~H’n+ land.
get—LtiEte as they had already promised a part of = to
the Hudson Bay Company and the Canadian Facific
o o8 N to
F\allway.bu‘,' +"\€g h&dﬂ €no 8“ t Oﬁe’\‘/
+he tﬁ(a\wamc or ol e
CLS 2 AAE B
\e oc +d\€/ +o +hcd \&“C\ x ad acddlocin to.

They had mortgaged our future to the Indians but in

return had got a magnificent deal, free title without

dispute or conguest to 174 of the land on the entire

Walen®™ 99
'Su»kAolQ3
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North American Continent. It was indeed a bargain. It
far exceeded the sarly trader 's deal of buying
Manhattan Island for #23.00 and even the bargain the

United States had got when they paid Napoleon 2 million
+0r what wWe call the New Orleans purchase which

included the Mississippi basin and eseastern and central

u.s.8. Tnsert #1 here
oo il 180
{ Bold
ic.
Canada had had a real bargain. They had paid nothing

down for obtaining a clear legal title to _Loeo—mda—mi—

et over 1/2 of all the land in Canada. ~“Hreoas

S T TS st it . Laurie could now

sees the Canadian gaovernment of his davy WAasS already

poyment

reneging payment of their small annual TmererpetoTty to

the Indian people who had peacefully surrendered the

land to them. ‘44uu4ah~au&e*”gEE~bb&a——aadnunuen-h-ﬁste¢g

wonder his friends in Calgary had so little sympathy or

understanding for the plight of their neighbouring &

Indians and felt their poverty and hunger was due to
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their own shiftlessness, laziness and 1gnarange Jkﬂé%%u&ﬂé
w/no‘u/& APNE YA 4#7@2, ARod . teren L/\LW G A

B BB

He could see what his future mission had to be, it was
to explain to confused and ignorant non—-Indians how
Canada had shirked her promised payments. What a

difficult life guest he had chosen for himself.
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Drowning the competition

Blackfoot Indians claim to own 96 miles of Bow River and close it to non-native anglers

n the strength of tribal claim, the

Blackfoot two weeks ago closed the
sprawling Siksika Reserve, 60 miles south-
east of Calgary, to non-native hunters and
anglers. Trout fishing guides, however, dis-
pute chief Strater Crowfoot’s conserva-
tionist rationale. They say his tribe has
business plans and wants to eliminate them
as competitors.

The move is troublesome from a legal
perspective. Although natives may legally
restrict non-residents from reserves such as
the Siksikas’, it may be harder to deny
outsiders the 96-mile segment of the river
flowing through it. Chief Crowfoot says
that past abuses of Siksika resources by
non-natives require new bylaws, which
could take over a year to develop, and that
the river is off limits to outsiders in the
meantime. He says his interpretation of
Treaty 7 gives ownership of the riverbed
and banks to the Blackfoot and that the
claim is now being researched.

The treaty—which was made with the

Blackfoot, Blood, Peigan, Sarcee and
southern Stoney tribes in 1877—specifi-
cally leaves “waterways” out of reserves,
and grants the Indians belts of land on both
sides of the Bow and South Saskatchewan
rivers. It retains “to Her Majesty [and sub-
jects]...the right to navigate the above men-
tioned rivers, to land and receive fuel and
cargoes on the shores and banks thereof, to
build bridges and establish ferries thereon,
to use the fords thereof and all the trails
leading thereto...”

University of Saskatchewan law profes-
sor Norm Zlotkin, a specialist in Indian and
aboriginal law, says that the issue of Indian
water rights is murky and that the Crown
could legitimately argue that non-reserve
residents may use the river for boating.
However, that doesn’t necessarily allow
them to fish. “It’s two separate questions,”
he says, adding that he’s unaware of any
past Canadian court challenges on claims
to bodies of water.

Department of Indian and Northern Af-

fairs spokesman Randy Brandt won’t rule
out such challenges in the future. Mr.

Brandt believes that natives can stop others
NATHAN KHO

Chief Strater Crowfoot:
They have plans for their own fishing camp.

Out of their league

A hall project bankrupts an Edmonton neighbourhood group

Most of Edmonton’s 137 volunteer
neighbourhood associations had
humble beginnings. None were humbler
than the Montrose Community League,
whose first capital asset was a renovated
chicken coop acquired in 1951. Had Mon-
trose retained some of that humility, it
might not have embarked
on an over-ambitious hall-
building project last year
that left the group bank-
rupt, bills unpaid, and an
unfinished hall sitting on
city-owned land. City al-
dermen, who last week re-
ceived the municipal
auditor-general’s report
on the bankruptcy, are
now pondering what, if
anything, should be done
to prevent it from happen-
ingagain.

It was the first bank-
ruptcy in the otherwise successful 75-year
history of community leagues in Edmon-
ton. With less than a quarter of the funds in
hand, and against the recommendations of

Montrose halls:

both city officials and the Edmonton Fed-
eration of Community Leagues (EFCL),
the Montrose executive began building.
When a grant they were expecting from the
provincial government didn’t come
through, the league found itself drowning

in debt. It declared bankruptcy, leaving
STEVE SANDFORD

1958 and 1993,
$120,000 owing to contractors, and a par-
tially completed building in the city’s hands,

which would require $800,000 to complete

or $60,000 to demolish.

“It’s unfortunate it happened. There were
a group of volunteers that were over-exu-
berant,” says Bill Maxim, vice-president of
the EFCL, an umbrella organization for the
city’s leagues. “But you must consider that
it’s the first time it’s happened.”

Since 1917, when residents of the Crest-
wood area were sparked by the lack of
public amenities to form the city’s first
community league, members of other Ed-
monton groups have lobbied for road im-
provements and coached minor hockey
teams. They’ve taught square dancing, held
bingos, hosted whist tournaments, and or-
ganized neighbourhood watch programs.
EFCL executive director Greg Thompson
reports that league members contribute
more than $1.5 million worth of volunteer
labour to the city annually. Nearly 40% of
the city’s population buy memberships
each year.

Mr. Maxim stresses that the leagues are
independent, autonomous organizations,
wherein lies their strength. “The city can’t
control community leagues, and the federa-
tion can’t control them,” he says. That may
be true, although the EFCL did approve
“guidelines” at its April 7 meeting to pre-
vent a repeat of the Montrose fiasco. In the
future, leagues who wish to build must
have 50% of the funding in place before
they begin.
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anadian cedar Log Ltd.’s manufacturing plant is located in
Calgary, Alberta. The company is owned by Japanese and
Canadian investors. They ship homes across Canada to the
U.S., Japan and Korea.

They manufacture logs, beams, decking, cedar log siding and
facia board, all of which are
sold directly to dealers. After
the home leaves Canadian
Cedar Log’s factory the
package components are
50% complete. It's up to the
dealer to complete the pack-
age to the customer’s specifi-
cations. Finished costs of a
Canadian Cedar Log home
run from $65 to $100 per
square foot.

Canadian Cedar Log pre-
sents about 24 standard floor
plans in its brochure. “They
are actually proposed plans to get customers thinking”, says
Dwight Hoel, President/Marketing. “Home buyers can either modi-
fy our plans, or go with a custom drawing of their own”.

DEALER PROGRAMS

Canadian Cedar Log dealers have to build their show homes in
a high traffic, high visibility location. It is a requirement that mod-
els have a full time sales staff present. “We don’t want mom and
pop dealers because they aren’t successful”, stresses Hoel. “When a
dealership fails, it makes it all the more difficult to come into that
territory and sell successfully. We know from experience that if
dealers follow our basic guidelines, they will succeed”.

“We go through an extensive selection process,” Hoel contin-
ues. “We want professional dealers who are planning on being
around for the long term”.

After a dealer is selected he is put through a full training pro-
gram where he learns about Canadian Cedar Log’s product, sales
techniques and pricing. “Dealers that successfully complete our
training program know everything we know about selling our
building systems,” explains Hoel.

New dealers’ contractors must complete two full building pro-
jects with Canadian Cedar Log’s own certified supervisor. This
supervisor has trained crews around the world, and his is the final
say on whether or not the dealer’s contractors are qualified enough

~

Canadian
Cedar Log Lid.

only works with professional, long-term dealers

to build for Canadian Cedar Log.

Commitment to their dealers doesn’t stop there Canadian Cedar
Log keeps in constant communication with its dealers by making
on-site spot checks. Hoel calls them field trips. “Field trips are
friendly visits that are always constructive. Oftentimes builders will
have questions about the
products. They might be
unfamiliar with something
new in our product, or
maybe we made a mistake
during production and we
stand to be corrected. If
that's the case, we want to
know it. It’s that ongoing
dialogue that is important in
making a better end prod-
uct.”

Canadian Cedar Log also
does co-op advertising with
dealers. A well planned,
constructive advertising program is in place to do corporate and
co-operative advertising that is beneficial to both the dealer and
Canadian Cedar Log.

Today our Dealer Network is made up of dealers in these areas:

Sunshine Coast, B.C.
Vernon, B.C.

Calgary, Alberta
Edmonton, Alberta
Regina, Saskatchewan
Bow Bells, North Dakota
Winnipeg, Manitoba
Barrie, Ontario

Kalispell, Montana
Several Japanese Dealers
One Korean Dealer

Our goal is to add to this network four more dealers before the
end of 1993, primarily in the U.S.

“Our total program is very supportive,” sums Hoel. “It’s like
selling anything today; if you don’t service the customer, your busi-
ness is not going to succeed. Dealers are our customers. If we

don't service them, we won't be successful.”

FOR THE 1990’S IT’S SERVICE, SERVICE, SERVICE!
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from gaining access to the river viareserve
land, but not from boating through it. He
says the closure is part of natives’ drive for
self-government and self-determination.

Seemingly that is linked to a proposed
recreational fishing camp run by the re-
serve. Guides who market float trips down
the lower Bow feel shut out by the river’s
closure. Dennis Evenson, owner of Bow
Valley Guides Ltd., says it will hurt the
trout fishing business because the upper
Bow will now be more crowded.

Mike Guinn of The Water Boatman says
the Indians are making a mistake by shut-
ting out everyone, including commercial
guides. Guides, he says, do more than
anyone to preserve fish stocks through
catch-and-release practices, keeping
campsites clean, and reporting poachers.
He adds that closing the river may make
it more attractive to netters and poachers.
Alberta Fish and Game Association
president Horst Fauser agrees that fewer
responsible outdoorsmen using the unset-
tled area will give poachers free rein. Mr.
Fauser says that his association sympa-
thizes with conservation but questions
whether the river closure is legal: “We feel
the fish belong to all Albertans.”

—Patty Fuller

For Ward 3 Alderman Judy Bethel, guide-
lines may not be enough. “The idea of a
‘right to fail’ is fine if it impacts only the
community league,” she says. “But if it
involves the wasting of public dollars on
public land, there are more considera-
tions.” The leagues each receive operating
grants from the city of up to $4,000 annu-
ally. Halls and sports facilities are built on
city land, often with provincial grant
money.

Ms. Bethel suggests the city’s parks de-
partment managers could have put a stop to
the Montrose building program. “Clearly
they were provided with the necessary in-
formation by the field staff, and they had
the authority to act, but chose not to,” she
says. Conflict of interest charges against
the members of the former Montrose ex-
ecutive are also well-founded, she alleges.
The construction company run by the
league president was involved in the build-
ing of the hall, and the president’s wife was
the treasurer of the league.

Meanwhile, Montrose Community
League (1992) has regrouped and is work-
ing to become a citizen in good standing
among Edmonton community leagues
again. They’ve scaled back their ambitions,
too, and are now considering refurbishing
their old hall, built in 1958.

—Kim Hazelwood

Toxic hawks at Beaverhill

Who dumped poison at a world-renowned bird sanctuary?

here was acute embarrassment earlier

this month when corpses of 11 north-
ern harrier hawks turned up at a world-re-
nowned birdwatching haven 37 miles
southeast of Edmonton. Soon the body
count was up to 28 hawks, two gulls and a
short-eared owl. Autopsies by alarmed Fish
and Wildlife scientists in Vegreville re-

RAY FAIRWEATHER

v

Dead m;rthern harrler, one of 31 poisoned birds:

A week earlier, 4,000 visiting birdwatchers.

vealed the presence of a pesticide they re-
fused to disclose because it might interfere
with their investigation into the source of
the poison. There are farm fields a half-
mile from the Beaverhill Lake bird sanctu-
ary, though authorities suspect the toxins
were dumped near the marsh and poisoned
the predator birds who ate contaminated
bugs and small game. Since Agriculture
Canada is also involved in the investiga-
tion, however, it may be a farm-related
chemical is implicated.

“This is very much a rarity for us,” says
Doug Slatnik, supervisor of Alberta Fish
and Wildlife’s northwest region. “Since the
mid-70s our losses of this type have been
very limited, if not eradicated, by the bans
on dangerous chemicals like DDT.”
Chemicals used for pesticides or herbicides
are rigorously controlled and tested to
make sure wildlife is protected, he says,
adding that “this was a real exception.”

The abashment of Alberta naturalists and

environment officials would have been
sharper if by Edmonton birder Jeanette
Campbell had made her unpleasant find a
week earlier. Nearly 4,000 people had
packed into the observation points at
Beaverhill Lake for the Town of Tofield’s
first Snow Goose Festival, which the town
intends to make an annual event. The suc-
cess of that first festival practically
ensures it will recur yearly and the
renown of the sanctuary might make
it a must-attend occasion for serious
birdwatchers from around the world.

The south shore of the shallow lake
is a provincial nature area protected
from development and the south half
has been a federal migratory bird
sanctuary for 25 years. Volunteers
from Tofield have built a birder’s
blind on the shore at Francis Point,
where birdwatchers can closely ob-
serve snow geese and other migratory
avians. A little over two miles away
are viewing mounds in the Beaverhill
Natural Area where both lake and
nesting birds can be watched. There is
also a Beaverhill Bird Observatory,
where volunteers band birds for track-
ing. In the town itself is the Beaverhill
Lake Nature Centre, where supervisor
Michel Blades hands out directions
and information to increasing num-
bers of international bird watchers.

“We get them from all over the
world,” says Ms. Blades. “Most are from
Europe, some from Australia and New Zea-
land. The lake itself is designated a Ramsor
Site—which is similar to a world heritage
site—and it’s recognized worldwide as a
major migratory stopover.”

As for the unfortunate northern harrier
hawks, they are one of 250 species which
migrate through Beaverhill Lake each year.
“Birds died within a half-mile area of lake-
shore during a six-day period from May 1
to 6.” says Vegreville Fish and Wildlife
officer Lionel Veldkamp. “Thank God,” he
adds, that the poison wasn’t dumped a
week earlier when thousands of birders
were being shuttled around to see the snow
geese. Fines under the Wildlife Act can
reach $10,000 per animal killed if the toxic
dumping was deliberate, says Mr. Slatnik
of Fish and Wildlife. Charges can also be
brought under the Agricultural Chemicals
Act.

—Toni Owen Carter
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30,000 new jobs on the rigs

10,000 last year, 20,000 this year as the gas biz booms at last

()nly a year ago, Alberta’s oil and gas
industry was mired in the deepest
slump since the 1947 Leduc discovery that
first triggered the post-war exploration
boom. The glory days of the late 1970s and
early 1980s, when $40-a-barrel
oil and natural gas worth $5 per
thousand cubic feet (mcf)
pumped billions of dollars into
the provincial treasury and gener-
ated tens of thousands of new
jobs, were but a bitter memory.
The oil price crash of 1986, and a
second collapse after the 1991
Gulf War, had idled most of west-
ern Canada’s drilling rigs, leaving
thousands unemployed. In Cal-
gary, thousands more had fallen
victim to corporate “downsizing”
as cash-strapped oil companies
pared their payrolls. In Edmon-
ton, the governing Tories glumly
considered a massive provincial
deficit due in large measure to a
plunge in yearly oil and gas roy-
alties from $6 billion to $2 billion.
Amidst all the gloom, few ob-
servers held out hope for a rever-
sal of industry fortunes anytime
soon.

Remarkably, though, such a
turnaround is now underway. But
this time, instead of oil leading the
way, the leader is the traditional
weak sister of the patch, natural
gas. While crude prices remain flat, Alberta
gas isnow selling on the spot market at over
$2 per mcf, up from less than a dollar only
a year ago. And with the advent of new
pipeline capacity and the development of a
continent-wide gas market, the potential
exists for the sale of greater volumes of
higher-priced gas. The oil patch recovery
has already generated an estimated 10,000
drilling jobs, with up to twice as many more
forecast to follow soon. No one is yet pre-
dicting that the recovery of 1990s will rival
the boom of the 1970s and 1980s, but the
Conference Board of Canada predicts that
Alberta, with oil patch-driven growth rates
of 4.5% this year and 3.7% in 1994, will
lead the country in economic activity.

The figures are in good measure a conse-
quence of the startling recent improvement
in natural gas prospects. Ever since gas was
deregulated in 1986 under the terms of the
Western Accord negotiated between the

Riggers on he job: Next best thing to a boom.

federal Conservatives and the producing
provinces, prices have been depressed. In
fact, Alberta’s gas has been priced substan-
tially below that produced in the U.S.,
largely because of the lingering conse-

STEVE SANDFORD
&y

-

quences of regulation. Under Ottawa’s
control, exports to the U.S. had been delib-
erately restricted, in keeping with a federal
policy requiring Canada to maintain a 20-
year supply of proven gas reserves before
any exports were permitted. The policy
inhibited the construction of
pipelines to deliver Canadian
gas south of the border and
meant many potential U.S.
markets remained untapped.
Ironically, producers’ in-
flated expectations about the
fruits of deregulation also con-
tributed to the prolonged price
slump. Convinced arise would
soon occur, companies inten-
sified their search for gas in
western Canada in the mid-
1980s, resulting in substantial
new discoveries that further contributed to
an excess of supply. Meanwhile, a similar

“gas bubble” had developed in the United
States. The combination of abundant gas
supplies, and limited markets and deliver-
ability, led to “gas-on-gas” competition
among Canadian producers desperately
trying to scrape together enough
cash to cover operating costs.

By February of 1992, prices on
the gas spot market (the market for
gas not under contract to pipelines
or consumers) had dropped below
80¢ per mcf. “That’s about as low
in pricing or attitude as our indus-
try has ever seen,” recalls John
Schissel, vice-president of market-
ing for Canadian Hunter Explora-
tion Ltd., one of the country’s larg-
est gas producers.

But changes were already afoot
that would spark a price turn-
around. While U.S. spot prices had
slumped from around $1.50 (U.S.)
per mcf in 1988 to under $1.25 in
1991 and early 1992, gas demand
had actually grown in spite of the
U.S. recession. The strong demand
was partly a consequence of the
low prices, but another key factor
is the fuel’s reputation as the most
environmentally friendly fossil
fuel. Indeed, American legislators,
through such initiatives as the 1990
U.S. Clean Air Act, have actively
encouraged public utilities and pri-
vate customers to switch from coal
and oil to gas for electrical generation.

However, it was Canadian prices, rather
than those of the U.S., that showed the first
upward movement last summer. At the
time, many observers attributed the rise to
a temporary decrease of capacity in Nova
Corporation’s provincial
pipeline network, but spot
prices continued to climb
during the fall. By last winter,
they soared past $3 per mcf
as customers scrambled to
find gas to meet peak demand
during cold snaps. The tight-
ened supply, it became appar-
ent, was a consequence of the
U.S. “gas bubble” finally de-
flating and of an increased
Canadian ability to service
the American market.

Although spot market prices remain solid
today at over $2 per mcf, many producers

20 May 24,1993  Alberta Report
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RESERVES

The forcing of natives on reserves that happened to
Canada’'s native people was not peculiar to Canada, it
was world wide. Those intrepid individuals the
explores had just made paths across the wide seas of

the world for all European "

The pattern of semi-peacefully locking the natives into
small areas that were a mere portion of their own vast
country was also universal in every European colony.
In fact it was less vicious in the British colonies.
They were at least practising a measure of democratic
principals in their owWn country. All that morally
justified England’'s attitude was they had to accept
that natives were naturally inferior S0 it was "for
their own good and protection®. The colonies were far
away and out of sight and out of mind. Ever since
Christopher Columbus saw the +first dark person and
described those inhabitants on a hot Caribbean beach as
"naked as the day they were born", a legend of native
pagans laziness and stupidity had grown. It was turned
into a moral necessity to conceal from the invaders any

sense of their own guilt.

Canada would not be the first country to create

"reserves" for native people.

Qx&wwmﬂﬂ
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So the process that blossomed world wide and multiplied
the time Canada at last became its own country had by
usage lost any guilt aspect at all. It was accepted as
a humane solution to the "mative problem".
Unfortunately it was not even to seek a solution to how
two races could live together in peace that let to
creating Western Canada Indian reserves. It was an

uglier motive. It was for our first

government to find geasy, guick money available without
loosing any votes. The first Canadian government was
only in Eastern Canada. The three Maritime provinces,
Ontario and Quebesc west of that the western occupants
of today ' s Canada had no voice at all in assigning

Canadian Indians to reserves.
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TREATIES

INDIAN TERRITORIAL WARS

Last Indian war was in the autumn of 1870 that was
actually 3 years aftter Canada became a country, and
anly one year aftter Ruperts land had been purchased
from the Hudson Bay Companvy. The tribes had looked
upon themselves as separate and distinct units, warring

only to defend hunting territories.

Even when each tribe had signed separate treaties the
change between ruling all the territories and its loss
would be uncomprehensible to them and would take place
almost instantaneously as the date of this last fight

B - For the Indians to be suddenly confined to

ressrves they couldn 't envision it, : I o happened S0

fast. The land they were fighting for was already not

theirs. In far off Ottawa Canada had already formed a
new country. They wers still fearlessly fighting,
thinking that their only enemy Wwas other tribes

competing for food in their area, little realizing they
had already been congquered and taken over by agreements

in far off Dttawa.

Treaadea™3
N (D



Thomas A. Edge Archives Ve s& ‘f’ V“ c"___‘_;

& Special Collections | - — :
FOR REFERENCE USE ONLY - 7
2009.&1{ " ! t 2 e

' ( E Q )




Thomas A. Edge Archives
& Special Collections






	2009.004-1231-001
	2009-004-1231-001.001
	2009-004-1231-001.002
	2009-004-1231-001.003
	2009-004-1231-001.004
	2009-004-1231-001.005
	2009-004-1231-001.006
	2009-004-1231-001.007
	2009-004-1231-001.008
	2009-004-1231-001.009
	2009-004-1231-001.010
	2009-004-1231-001.011
	2009-004-1231-001.012
	2009-004-1231-001.013
	2009-004-1231-001.014
	2009-004-1231-001.015
	2009-004-1231-001.016
	2009-004-1231-001.017
	2009-004-1231-001.018
	2009-004-1231-001.019
	2009-004-1231-001.020
	2009-004-1231-001.021
	2009-004-1231-001.022

	2009.004-1231-002
	2009.004-1231-002.001
	2009.004-1231-002.002
	2009.004-1231-002.003
	2009.004-1231-002.004
	2009.004-1231-002.005
	2009.004-1231-002.006
	2009.004-1231-002.007
	2009.004-1231-002.008
	2009.004-1231-002.009
	2009.004-1231-002.010
	2009.004-1231-002.011
	2009.004-1231-002.012
	2009.004-1231-002.013
	2009.004-1231-002.014
	2009.004-1231-002.015
	2009.004-1231-002.016

	2009.004-1231-003
	2009.004-1231-003.001
	2009.004-1231-003.002
	2009.004-1231-003.003
	2009.004-1231-003.004
	2009.004-1231-003.005

	2009.004-1231-004
	Untitled
	2009.004-1231-004.pdf
	2009.004-1231-004.001


	2009.004-1231-005
	2009.004-1231-005.001
	2009.004-1231-005.002
	2009.004-1231-005.003

	2009.004-1231-006
	2009.004-1231-006.001
	2009.004-1231-006.002
	2009.004-1231-006.003
	2009.004-1231-006.004
	2009.004-1231-006.005

	2009.004-1231-007
	2009.004-1231-007.001
	2009.004-1231-007.002
	2009.004-1231-007.003

	2009.004-1231-008
	2009.004-1231-008.001
	2009.004-1231-008.002
	2009.004-1231-008.003
	2009.004-1231-008.004
	2009.004-1231-008.005
	2009.004-1231-008.006
	2009.004-1231-008.007
	2009.004-1231-008.008
	2009.004-1231-008.009
	2009.004-1231-008.010

	2009.004-1231-009
	2009.004-1231-009.001
	2009.004-1231-009.002
	2009.004-1231-009.003

	2009.004-1231-010
	2009.004-1231-010.001
	2009.004-1231-010.002
	2009.004-1231-010.003
	2009.004-1231-010.004
	2009.004-1231-010.005
	2009.004-1231-010.006
	2009.004-1231-010.007
	2009.004-1231-010.008
	2009.004-1231-010.009
	2009.004-1231-010.010
	2009.004-1231-010.011
	2009.004-1231-010.012
	2009.004-1231-010.013
	2009.004-1231-010.014
	2009.004-1231-010.015
	2009.004-1231-010.016

	2009.004-1231-011
	2009.004-1231-011.001
	2009.004-1231-011.002
	2009.004-1231-011.003
	2009.004-1231-011.004
	2009.004-1231-011.005
	2009.004-1231-011.006
	2009.004-1231-011.007
	2009.004-1231-011.008

	2009.004-1231-012
	2009.004-1231-012.001
	2009.004-1231-012.002
	2009.004-1231-012.003
	2009.004-1231-012.004
	2009.004-1231-012.005
	2009.004-1231-012.006
	2009.004-1231-012.007
	2009.004-1231-012.008

	2009.004-1231-013
	2009.004-1231-013.001
	2009.004-1231-013.002
	2009.004-1231-013.003
	2009.004-1231-013.004
	2009.004-1231-013.005
	2009.004-1231-013.006
	2009.004-1231-013.007
	2009.004-1231-013.008
	2009.004-1231-013.009

	2009.004-1231-014
	2009.004-1231-014.001
	2009.004-1231-014.002
	2009.004-1231-014.003
	2009.004-1231-014.004
	2009.004-1231-014.005
	2009.004-1231-014.006
	2009.004-1231-014.007

	2009.004-1231-015
	2009.004-1231-015.001
	2009.004-1231-015.002
	2009.004-1231-015.003

	2009.004-1231-016
	2009.004-1231-016.001
	2009.004-1231-016.002
	2009.004-1231-016.003
	2009.004-1231-016.004
	2009.004-1231-016.005
	2009.004-1231-016.006
	2009.004-1231-016.007
	2009.004-1231-016.008
	2009.004-1231-016.009
	2009.004-1231-016.010
	2009.004-1231-016.011
	2009.004-1231-016.012
	2009.004-1231-016.013
	2009.004-1231-016.014
	2009.004-1231-016.015
	2009.004-1231-016.016
	2009.004-1231-016.017
	2009.004-1231-016.018
	2009.004-1231-016.019

	2009.004-1231-017
	2009.004-1231-017.001
	2009.004-1231-017.002
	2009.004-1231-017.003
	2009.004-1231-017.004
	2009.004-1231-017.005
	2009.004-1231-017.006
	2009.004-1231-017.007
	2009.004-1231-017.008
	2009.004-1231-017.009
	2009.004-1231-017.010

	2009.004-1231-018
	2009.004-1231-018.001
	2009.004-1231-018.002
	2009.004-1231-018.003
	2009.004-1231-018.004
	2009.004-1231-018.005
	2009.004-1231-018.006
	2009.004-1231-018.007
	2009.004-1231-018.008
	2009.004-1231-018.009
	2009.004-1231-018.010
	2009.004-1231-018.011
	2009.004-1231-018.012
	2009.004-1231-018.013

	2009.004-1231-019
	2009.004-1231-019.001
	2009.004-1231-019.002
	2009.004-1231-019.003
	2009.004-1231-019.004
	2009.004-1231-019.005
	2009.004-1231-019.006
	2009.004-1231-019.007
	2009.004-1231-019.008
	2009.004-1231-019.009
	2009.004-1231-019.010
	2009.004-1231-019.011
	2009.004-1231-019.012
	2009.004-1231-019.013
	2009.004-1231-019.014
	2009.004-1231-019.015
	2009.004-1231-019.016
	2009.004-1231-019.017

	2009.004-1231-020
	2009.004-1231-020.001
	2009.004-1231-020.002
	2009.004-1231-020.003
	2009.004-1231-020.004
	2009.004-1231-020.005

	2009.004-1231-021
	2009.004-1231-021.001
	2009.004-1231-021.002
	2009.004-1231-021.003
	2009.004-1231-021.004
	2009.004-1231-021.005
	2009.004-1231-021.006




