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e MZ"Oh 1drdn of the Crees:(of Hobbema); ily Brothers and Sisters and My Good
- Friends: : 3 , o _
S & ver¥ pleased to be with you once more and see s6 many of you
here; Often when I have spoken to you, we have heen worried and discourag-..
dd but this time fer both you and for me it is a happy timee I am here to
F¥aport yoeu a vie¢tory won by the Indian peoples It has been many years

singe we have enjoyed a vietory but this is indeed a victorys [ want to
speak to you abeyt the Hobbema cases lost of you in this room lives would
have boen changed if wo had lost this cases - Some of you wore Hobbema
Indians whe had been ordered off the reserve; some of you were Imdians,

who if the Covérnment Kad won at Hobbema wouid,have been ordered off your
own regerves in the futuraes All of you were living in fear of that threat.

| All of you in this room helped us win this victorys 'Je worked
together té help each other and so were able to win. You will be interest-
ed to know how I spent the money you gave me to fight this cases I do not
1ike to speak to you of my own work, but as your lawyer, there are things .
I must tell you and explain to you. This was a very long case, it went on
for five years. e had two long trials before a commissioner on the Hob-
bema Reserve and then a third trial that lasted two days before a judge in
Edmontons It was a trial where not one Indian was being tried, but 122
Indians. To the Government it was a very important case. Je have not
been able to find out how much money they spent fighting this case, but we
know that on the cases whers they moved {2 ndians, before the Hobbema
ease, they spent 50,000,00 in expenses and lawyer fees., So we ¢an guess
they must have ggent thousands of dollars on this lonz case involving so
many Indians, e Indians who had becen ordercd off did not have much
money to fight back with, I knew how important this case was to all the
Indian people, that if the Government won, all Indians would be in danger
of gradualgy being forced off the reserves, so I agreed to take the case
for the Association, I would like to make clear that I took this case
only because the Indians at Hobbema were members of the Association and
because the outeome of the case would effect all the other members of the
Association., I have received many letters from Indians all over Canada
asking me to take their cases but I will not take these cases even if they
are sad cases and a great wrong has been done. I only take the Association's
cases because they are the ones that benefit you all, .iny case that I take
for the Indians mean I must work long hours for little pay but if it will:
help you all as you all pull together, and are willing to help each other,
I do not mind helping you even if it means you cannet pay me what a white
person can. I did not take this case to make money, I took it because it
would have been so awful for eaech of you if you were driven off your re-
serves and lost your Treaty rights., I took it beeause you are my friends
and I believe in you, It eosts a great deal to fight a law suit, There
arc many expenses that have to be paid besides the lawyer's fees,

The Hobbema Indians paid for the expenses for their first trial
on the reserve and I won that trial for them. At that time, the Govern-
ment had to let them stay on the reserve; then the Government went back
and dug some more until they found fresh evidence and they then began a
second trial., The Hobbema were then hard pressed to pay the expenses,
but Doctor Laurie and I decided that we must carry on anyway begause to .
lose the ease® would effeet all the Indians in Alberta., I aetually went
into debt as did Dr., Laurie to finish that trial. The Government decided
we lost the second trial and ordered the Indians off the reserve. That
gave us one last chanee to go to court or you were all in danger. Then I
asked the Association to help us meet the expenses of that trial so we
could carry that fight on, You responded in a wonderful way and I was
proud of you and this Association, Mest of you got busy and signed vour
protests and mailed them to Ottawa. Ve even went so far as to write our
Queen but I1fr, Pickersgill would not allow that letter to be delivered, I
juess he does not like to be criticized. But your signed protests and my
letters and speaches have nade the people of Canada aware of what was tak-
ing place, Then the Association met before Christmas and save me ;183,00
to fight the easc and gradually nearly every tribe in Alberta sent in a
contribution, TYou did this not only to help vour unfortunatec brothers at
Hobbema but to protect vour own children in the future. All the money I
received, I put in a special trust fund so accurate books could be kept.
The following donations were received:
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Contributions from Indian People: )

Indian Association in 1957 »183,00
Samsons 654450
Bloods 100.00
Ermineskins 100,00
Goodfish 65,00
Sarcee 55.00
Blackfoot 45,00
Peigans 31Ls32
Driftpile 25,00
Louis Bulls 20,00
Sucker Creek 20,00
desley 5% 75
J. Rabbitt 10,00
Pault's Band 10,00

Kehewin SR, "7 i
TOTAL SL5L0.57

Over 49 white persons also helped. Those who were unable to help gave us
money. Received from

Jr. Henry Stelfox 250,00
Mrs. Quint 20,00
zed Deer Quota Club 10,00
King Glass 10,00
Mr, C.X. Vernon 10,00
Dr. Calhoun 5400
Miss Georgina Thompson 5.00
Mr, WiH. Skinner 5500
Women's Institute 10,00
Sdmonton Friend's of the Indian 92.00
Society o

TOTAL #222.00

TOTAL OF ALL ©1762,.57

You will notice the largest amount was raised by the Hobbema
persons themselves, Johnny Samson did a wonderful job of seeing each of
his persons and in the manner of the o0ld chiefs he protected the unfor-
tunate members of his tribe who were being forced off the reserve. With
this money, we then continued the fight. TFrom the Judge's decision there
tould be no appeal, so we had to prepare a legal argument based on the
mistakes the Government had made in issuing their order as well as material
to prove these peoples ancestors did not take script. In order to do this,
we must have all the documents concerning the entire life, not only of the
122 people concerned but of each of their ancestors. These were in the
Government's books in Ottawa. !Mr. Pugh can tell you that the bocks we had
to read would fill a truck. People had to be naid to read all these books.
Files had to be secarched at Ottawa and as the Indians have no documents of
their own to prove the documents were accurate, they each had to be photo-
graphed., I have here 1706 separate photographs of the documents that were
necessary to win this case. llany long distance phone calls had to be made
and hundreds of letters and telegrams had to be written and sent to Ottawa
as well as dozens of trips to Edmonton and Hobbema were made. Since it was
the Government that we were fighting, we had to get other people, white
people who had the vote, to plead with the Government. To do this I sent
that article that lIr. Snell wrote in the Herald to ecach of the 253 members
of Parliament. All together I mailed out 450 copies of that article and
sent letters as well to organizations and persons. Dr, Laurie and I made
over 31 speaches; each of these took an afternoon to do, so we worked at
speaches alone for over 4O days. And for three months before the case,

I did no other business but worked on this case alone. I decided the
Indians would need the best lawyers we could get in court because the
Government hired and paid two of the most expensive and clever lawyers in
Alberta to act against those they were ordering off. So I persuaded 3 of
the very best lawyers in Alberta I could find to fight on your side for
much less pay than they would ever receive for a case like this. These
men were lr. Moyer of Edmonton; IMr. Barron of Calgary and my husband, I
am pleased to say we won. lot only did we win the ease in court, but now
that the Government has been voted out of power, I have great hope that the
new Government under lMr., Deifenbecker, would try to change the Indian Act
so all Treaty Indians and their descendents may remain on their reserve,



Thomas A. Edge Archives

“ *& 3pecial Collections
FOR REFERENCE USE ONLY
2009.004/1317

r

-3 -

Now I will account to you how the money was spent. You can see
from what I have read you that all the money except ,7.,00 has been spent.
You can see that all except 600,00 paid to the lawyers who appeared at
Edmonton, was spent on direct expenses that I had to pay out to other people.
Not one cent of that money went to my wages. If there had been any money
left I would ask you to pay me, I have acted -for you for five years in
this case and for the last three months before the trial, I did nothing
else but the Hobbema case., This would have cost a white person several
thousand dollars. Maybe some day in some way ny wages can be paid but we
will wait until that day. The 600,00 paid to the three Councils were
less than they are usually paid. It was all that I could pay them at that
time. It means that each of the 122 Indians was defended in court for less
than 5,00 a person. Some of you will have been to police court or before
a Magistrate; then you will know that you pay much nore than 35,00 for a
lawyer. These men took this case only because I asked them to and they
wanted to help you. We should honor them for that.

T am telling you this as a nasty rumor has come to my ear,
There are persons who have said to you #I take the Indians' cases only to
make money?, I give you these facts and figures so you may_know the true
facts and be able to defend me as I expect you to. I was glad to help ny
friends when they were in trouble. I was greatly honoured by the Hobbema
Indians choosing me as their Queen. In times of trouble we must 2ll help
one another.

There is also another rumor has come to my ear, People have
told you that the Treaty Indian is in no danger from the present act.
These people are not lawyers. They speak without knowledge. Some are the
same persons who said that we would lose the Hobbema case. I told you then
that we had a good chance to win and that we should make a stand and fight.
The Act states any Indian can be protested three months after his name is
added to the list. When are your sons names added to the 1list? They are
added every day when they become of age. Each time a name is added at
present, a new protest can be made. Don't let peonle who have not speclal
knowledge influence you. You should only listen to your friends who have
knowledge. I tell you none of you are safe. There may be white blood in
you all, in your Grandmother, your Great-grandfather or in your son's
wife's llother. Thousands of Indians took script and were returned to the
reserves, How do vou know that your Grandmother's parents are not one of
those? The Act 1MUST be changed so that Treaty Indians may all stay on the
reserve. You can only change the Act if you all pull together, There is
no good one tribe or one Treaty group thinking they can manage alone. That
is just the way the Indian will lose his way of life. If you take out one
fence post, the fence is no use any more. Your only hope is to work to-
gether in your Association,

From a defeat you learn a lesson and from a victory you learn a
lesson. If we stick together in our Association, we can win. Help one
another. Don't be jealous. No person should want his own way .only. Work
together for everyone's benefit. Build up your Associlation. Have a strong
voice., Get the best advice you can from your Advisory Board or a lawyer,
so your voice may be a wise one. Then speak with one voice and act to-
gether and we will have other victories as great as the time we won the
Hobbema case,

Open question period.
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TRIAL

The Canadian judicial system unlike the American’'s
judges whose are politically appointed. In Canada for
life although politically chosen are appointed for life
this is to free them from politically influence in
making judgement but despite the attempt is perfect the

system advancement or even gratitude for their

appointment on occasion may just shade a decision in a

politically sensitive case is before them.

It had been liberal politician in power and who had
passed this new law legally to drive Indians off their
reserve and they also would be the ones who were
appointed a lawyer to the well paying job of the
commissioner who would hear the case. The commissioner

named a respected Edmonton lawver

Grant. I phoned him explaining I was the legal lawyer
representing the 40 some Indiéns threatened with
removal from the Hobbema reserve s0 would any legal
notices be delivered to me in Calgary. He seemed quite

amused and to discover that the Indians lawvyer

was a women and with almost a chuckle said I1°11 see vou

get notice. I had never appeared or even

before a commission. I read the act xt
implied that all legal principal would apply

the commissioner was not bound by the same law that

s r\\‘oi‘t\v
Qe \%14({
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governed court procedure. I asked if there would be a
court reporter so I might obtain a copy of proceedings
to study and also if laws of evidence applied and he
assured me they did. That meant I had a right I
believed to examine procedures documents that would be
used against my clients so I be given a chance to
review them and prepare a defense against what
accusations there would be made against my clients. I
phoned the department at Ottawa asking for that and
only got a were saying I must specify the dates of any
documents I wished to examine because the period of
paying script to the Indians had extended over a
period. I also needed to know if these persons

presently on the reserve received the script

had by any chance been treaty Indians when they got it
and on what terms their grandparents had been allowed

to return to the reserve.

Then I started in to study this strange thing called
script that I had never read about in any law or
Canadian history i § had never taken at college.
Fortunately Laurie was well informed on that. Script

he explained was
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HISTORICAL

MAGAZINE.

[No. 10.

OCTOBER, 1861.

VoL V]

General Bepuriment.

MICMAC OR RECOLLECT HIEROGLYPHIOS.

I AT,
THE OUR FATHER.

B X (e P o o
Nutschinen wasok ebin tschiptuk deluisin mekidedemek, wasok n'telidanen, tschiptuk
Our Father light thou artsitting  may  as thou art named  honored, beaven that we g0, may

2= & 26U 2 3 X e wled

igenemuiek ula nemaulek uledessenen, nadel wasok eikilk deli skedask,
us give there we see thee we will be happy, there heaven they are as they obey thee,
‘,; —— <
Pt ok e o2 e 2= i

tschiptuk  elp ’ ninen :  deli skedulek,  magamikek eimek delamugubenilel
may also ‘_\: we 30 we obey thee, earth we are the same food
<

5 %I £ -,; S o FEST S R S

essemiekel, : apseh - migetsch  kiskuk delamultetsch  penegunemuin nilunal

us thou hast given ;_ aguin ;> now  to-day the same food  to us let come ~ for our nourishment

R x
= e £t b o —~tc= 74—
deli abiksikiaksik wegaiuinamedenik, elp kil Nikskam  deli abiksiktuin elueulticl,
as we pardon  who have been angry with us, also thou Great Spirit thou us pardon sinners,
< = < AN
FPTee B 1E3 seon maes ECK RS
melkenin melsch wingudil e E'tigalinen, kesinukwamkel ~ winschikel
us strengthen  never again - bad things = not we ure brought, evils bad
= 3
3 L7 24573
kokwel tuachtuin n' deliatsch.
of every kind  remove from us  that is true
VOL. V. 87

HIST. MAG.
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NI KESHPUGEWITK ANNAPOLIS GESPOGOITG
ARSI LA HAVE
CHEGABENNAKADIK ~ SHUBENACADIE SEGEPENEGATIG
3 ESHEGAWAAGE ESGIGEOAG
zé//’:{”f/:’g/; CAPE BRETON CAPE BRETON ONAMAGE
PICTOU PE.L PICTOU E‘S;S&?%G 8
BET=Wl CHIEGNECTO, GEDIAAK MEMRAMCOOK SEGENIGTEOAG
O RISHEBOUCTOU
7 7%77] TOBOGIMKIK
e s RESTIGOUCHE GESPEGEOAG

TAWOW Vol.5 No.2
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CANADIAN BAR ASSOCIATION “ .
CIVIL LIBERTIES.SECTION

REPORT of GCommittee on legzal status and civil rights
of the CAVADIAN INDIAN,

Mrs, J. C. Gorman, Calgary, Chairman
Dr, M. C. Shumiatcher, Q.C., Regina, Aeting Chairman
The Honourable Mr. Justice Y. G. Johnson, Edmonton
Andre Dechene, Q. C., Edmonton
Harvey dJ. Beli, North Battleford
. éregory Bvansy Q. Coy Timmins
"7 3d,. Lieff, Ottawa
W. E. Bentley, Q. C., Charlottetown
Acting in an advisory capacity,
“’ The Honourable Mr. Justice W. A. MacDonald, Calgary

We have the honor to submit the following report.

The terms of reference of the Committee as established
at the 1955 meeting of the Association are as follows:

The Chairman of the Civil Liberties Section should appoint
a Committee to study the question of the legal status and civil
rights of the Canadian Indian and report at the next annual meet-
ing of this section.

At last year's annual meeting, the Committee from Prince
Edward, in their report on the Indian question stated, "We, as
members of the legal profession, are ministers of justice, and,
as such, must accept the responsibility if the Canadian Indians
are being retarded by our present Indian Act and an injustice to
the Indians is our responsibility". And it is with this respons-
ibility in mind that we have the honour of presenting the follow-
ing report. In the interests of brevity only the findings of the
above Committee will be reported. Last year the chairman of this
committee gave a lengthy and detailed report on the Indian status
and that report is available to any interested member; as is also
the report made some years previous by the aeting chairman of this
Committee. The findings of this Committee are:

1. The original treaty promises made to the Indians of Ganada
are being broken by the present Indian Act, and this is an injust-
ice which should be rectified.

Note

In order to obtain a peaceful surrender of this great
Country, we promised the Indians by Treaty that they and their
descendants would have a right to occupy special tracts of land
set aside for their exclusive use, known as "RESERVES", and this
right would exist for 'as long as the sun shone and the rivers
flowed'. By altering the definition in the Indian Aet as to who

~%s to be considered a Treaty Indian, we are now removing Indians
and descendants of Indians, who were previously signed in Treaty,

from their Reserves.
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The coming year presents great challenges and grave threats and we must rededicate
ourselves to our survival and our destiny. I now seek your aid and report to you on my
work for the First People during the past year.

EDUCATION., I can report that over the past six years there has been great improve-
ment in higher grades for Indians. For example, Indians entering grade 9 has increased
by some 300% per year. We have not been successful in removing the barrier to most Indians
hirher education - French! But this will come. Legal "trilinpualism is unjust!

HEALTH. My drive on Indian health has resulted in a better attitude and results by
the federal govermment. Infant mortality has dropped 50%: such things as eliminating milk
from the diet of Indians, particularly Cree Yomen, is beins investigated or quietly adont
ed. Recently the Minister of Health stated that medical care for Indians will be greatly
i ncreased instead of a suspected reduction of services.

THE LAY. I have awakened public and institutional eyes to the unjust treatment of
Indians in the courts. Every case involving Indians where I have becen able to offer help
has been won or charges withdrawn (except mv own)!

OTHER AREAS. The housins situation has worsened. New housing for Indians is not
keening pace with the Indian population explosicon. Training in specisl skills has im-
proved slightly, but there has been very little communityv develorment.

Last, but not least, is the terrifying situation concerning INDIAN LANDS. The
government is quietly surveying some reserves, issuing "location tickets making the
reserves no longer "cammunally owned Indian lands.

My Program has been and will remain: protection of Indian lands, develorment of
Indian communities, training in skills, bringing justice to Indians, improvement in med
ical care, qualitative and gquantitative increases in housing, and, of course, education
reform, No one has found any fault in my program.

OTTAWA. We are not shocked to read that Prime Minister Trudeau admits that he knows
little or nothing about Indians. We onlv hope he is ready to learn. The biggest danmer
surrounding Indian and Federal Covermment (who have the obligation to Indians) relations
at the moment is the proposed changes in the 1Indian Act which could change the status of
Indien lands from reserves to municipalities and rob us of our neritage. /
{

FESTIVAL. T hope you can interest anv of our leading educational or sociql or ser-
vice orpanizations to sponsor mr bringing a series of exciting and educational films de
picting both the problems and intentions of Indians. The recention in Ottawa to the
"First Indian Film Festival was more than encouraging. Any ideas you may have'\n
festival could be produced in your area would be most welcame. Please let me hé&{\v
latest news. I am very interested.

WITH MY BEST WISHES FOR THE COMING YEAR...
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Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
A full year of never ending cheer.
May you never know such anquish and fears
As the Redman's yesterday's three hundred years.
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Mohawhse
Oneidas
Qnaondagas
C.a\.(u as
Senecas
Toscaroras

Kahn-Tineta Horn

Mohawk of the
Six Nations Iroquois Confederacy

Caughnawaga Indian land
(Quebec) Canada
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