SILENT WITNESS PROJECT
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HISTORY:  The Silent Witness Project was an initiative of a group of artists from Minnesota whom were upset about the growing number of women murdered by intimate partners.  They created free-standing, red wooden silhouettes representing each woman killed because of domestic violence in the state.  Each victim’s story was written on plaques placed on the chest of their silhouette.  The project was so effective, that today every state presents a Silent Witness Project, as well as several countries including Canada.  The first Canadian Silent Witness Project began in New Brunswick, the second is here in Alberta, and other Provinces are gaining momentum.

ALBERTA PROJECT:  The Alberta Council of Women’s Shelters (ACWS) began their Silent Witness Initiative in 2004.   ACWS developed a specific criterion for victim representation which is as follows:  Women killed in Alberta by their partners, ex-partners or acquaintances in acts of family violence where the perpetrator was charged and convicted, or the women were killed in documented cases of domestic murder/suicide. Victims of triangulation will also be represented in this display (children, boyfriends, other family members).

