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GQYB§s INFORMATION 

ObJectives: 

Students 

Methods: 

St udeY-,ts 

~ley.>~ -~ L~ 

er~ 
l.f s1-731, 

SCHEDULE1 FEMINIST THEOLOGY 

I r,t ro 
The Church: Sexual Metaphors and Social 

Reality 
Tradition I Recovery of the suppressed story 
Tradition II Suppression as psychological and 

theological theme 
Biblical Studies I: Women in Scripture 

Biblical Studies II: 
Creat ior, 
Fall 

Herrner,eut ics 

Soteriology (Salvation) 
Tri Y-1 it y: "Fat her 11 / "Mc,ther 11 (Mary) 
TriY-,ity: 11 Sc1Y-1 11 

Trinity: Spirit 
CoY-,c 1 us i or, 

J. Henry 

will become familiar with selected Christian 
classics 
will analyse several doctrines with special 
regard for philosophical and theological 
presuppc,si t ioY-,s 
will become familiar with texts of feminist 
thec,lc,gy 
will develop skill in using a feminist 
critique themselves 
will form Judgements about the use of 
gendered language in speaking of God, the 
links b~tween doctrine and patriarchy, and 
the possibilities for a feminist 
reconstruction of doctrine and belief 

will read an extensive bibliography 
will focus on selected tests 
will present analytic papers 
will participate in discussion 
will participate in exercises 
personal religious imagery 
will attend to own attitudinal 
responses to the subJect 
collegial setting 

1 

tc, expl,:,re 

aY-,d er,,ot ic,nal 
matter i Y-1 a 
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Assignmentsc 

1. a 5-6 page (approx. 1200 words) paper on a 
selected topic, presented on the scheduled day 201-

2. a 20-page (approx. 3000 words) paper analysing 
a selected Christian doctrine from a feminist 
perspective, due November 29 401-

401-3. a fir,al exam 

TOPICS FOR Qb8§§ PRESENTATIONS (5 - 6 pages) 

Session Topic 

3 Women in a) Outline and assess the contributions of 
women in the classical and medieval eras. 
Outline and assess the contributions of 
women in the Protestant and Catholic post
reformation world. 

the Trad it ior, 
b> 

4 Suppression as Psychological and Theological Theme 

5 Wc,mer, i r, 
Scripture 

a) Explore "witch-hur,ts" as an histc,rical 
phenomenon: what happened and why did it 
happen when it did? Comment on how (male) 
scholars have discussed the atrocities. 

b) If the witch-hunts were essentially a reac
tion of fear to female spirituality, discuss 

(i) the outlines of that spirituality 
(ii) possible psychological and theologi

cal sources of male hostility. 

a) Pick a key female figure of the Old Testa
mer,t and 

(i) discuss the Biblical texts referring 
to her, using feminist scholarship 

(ii) outline her contributions to the 
,Tradition as recovered by feminist 
scholars 

(iii) explore the contribution she makes 
to your own expanding awareness of 
the Trad it ior,. 

b)\ Ditto for a figure of the New Testament. 

6 Hermer,eut ics 
a) "It is strikir,g tc, r,ote how c,ne's pc,~itic,r, 

affects and even determines what one se~s in 
the text." (Swartley, 183). Illustratir,g 
with examples of writers who see 
subordination and writers who see equality in 
selected Biblical texts, discuss the problems 
you see posed for the interpreter by the 
quoted statement. 

2 
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Session 

6 Hermeneutics 

Topic 

<Cont'd) 

7 Creation 

8 Fall 

'3 Sc,teriology 

b) How are we to reconcile a belief that the 
Bible is authoritative for faith ("the W,::ird 
c,f God"> with a cor,vict ic,r, that Biblical texts 
often promote the subordination of women (as 
well as other evils)? 

a> 

b) 

a) 

b> 

a) 

Discuss the Creation stories in Genesis I and 
II from the perspective of i) the traditional 
ir,terpretat ior, (briefly), ii> the ferniriist 
re-interpretation. 
Discuss the importance 
stories as interpreted by 
fundarnental understanding 
today. 

Do a brief interpretive 
patriarchal interpretation 
Using feminist scholarship 
of the Fall in Genesis II. 
its "real" rnear,ir,g is? 

of the Creation 
feminists for our 
of human nature 

surnrnary of the 
c,f the Fal 1. 
analyse the story 

What do you think 

Can a male saviour redeem females? What 
assumptions about human beings and the 
divine-human relationship must we make if we 
say yes, what assumptions if we say no? 
Discuss each in some detail. 

b) According to some Gospel traditions, Jesus 
was sympathetic tc,ward wc,mer,. What 
difference does this make, if any, to our 
understanding of God's redemptive will for 
hurnar,i ty. 

10 Father/Mother 
a) Discuss ~ith examples frorn the Bible and 

Tradition the principal characteristic of 
each of the patriarchal image of God (Father) 
and the matriarchal irnage <Mother). Are they 
recc,r,ci lable? 

11 Sor, 

b) 'I 

a) 

b> 

"Jesus called 
enough fc,r me. 11 

c,f this st ar,ce. 

God 'Father'; that's good 
Outline a feminist critique 

"Is maler,ess cor,stitutive of the Christ? \' 
Discuss the Trinity as found in the N~cene 
creed, from the perspective of Mary Daly's 
commer,t, 11 ' The Prc,cessions of Divine Persor,s' 
is the most sensational one-act play of the 
centuries, the original ~Q~~-§tQC~, performed 
by the supreme All Male cast. Here we have 
the epitome of male bonding ••• 'sublime' 

3 
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Session Topic 

11 Son (Cont'd) 

b) (and therefore disguised) erotic male homo-

12 Spirit a) 

b) 

sexual m~ib§. 11 (Gyn/Ecology, 38) 

Assess the claim that the Spirit 
feminine dimension of the Trinity. 
What are the characteristics of 
experience of the Spirit, and how 
characteristics relate to the 
witness? 

4 

is the 

women's 
do these 
Biblical 



( 

FORMAT 

SESSION NO. 1 

Area: Introduction 

Goal: 

ObJectives: 

Process: 

To introduce participants to the purpose, 
and methodology of the course. 

1. To introduce participants to each other 

desi gr,, 

2. To identify expectations in regard to the 
course 

3. To identify participants' previous experience 
with the subJect matter 

4. To locate feminist theology within the 
theological enterprise in a preliminary way 

5. To review the course outline with participants 

6. To negotiate work patterns and assignments 

, 

5 
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SESSION NO. 2 

Area: 

Goal: 

ObJectives: 

( Process: 

FORMAT 

The Church: 
reality 

Sexual metaphors and sociological 

To identify women's experience in the Church by 
exploring a number of contemporary issues. 

1. To name women's experience in the Church by 
exploring a number of contemporary issues. 

To develop a statement 
an adequate, feminist 
Church. 

Intro to Tripolar model 
Use of model 

6 

of the components 
understanding of 

c,f 
the 
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270.1 
Be 

230 
Co 

287.9 
Da 

261.8 
Pa 

232.9 
Ru 

261.8 
Ru 

261.8 
§!'.'.! 

BIBLIOGRAPHY I CHURCH 

Bet tenser,, Henry ed. 

Cardman, Francine 

Cooke, Bernard 

Davey, Shirley ed. 

Elsworth, Jill & Jim 

Parvey, Constance ed. 

Parvey, Constance ed. 

Ruether, Rosemary R. 

Ruether, Rosemary R. and 

Ib§ bat~r Cbristi2n Eetb§Ca 
(London, 1974), 237ff. 

"Trad it ion, 
Ordination" 

Hermeneutics and 
reprir,t 

Ministr~ to Word and Sacraments 
(Philadelphia, 1976), 654-6 

~Qm~n~ ~QC~ and WorshiE 
< 1983) passim 

"Words and Images" repri r,t of 
an address 

Ib~ ~QffiffiYDit~ of Women and Men 
in the Church The Sheffield 
Report, wee 1983 

Ordination Qf H2m~n in 
~£~fil§Di£~1 Perseective Faith 
and Order Paper 105 (Geneva, 
1980) 

Mar~~ The Feminine Face Qf tb~ 
!;b1!C£b• (Philadelphia, 1977> 

McLaugh 1 i r,, E. eds. ~Qmgn Qf §Qi~it- <New York, 

Swidler, Leonard 

Thompsor,, Betty 

Women in Ministr~ 

8 

1979) esp. chs. 11, 13 

~i~li£§! Affirmations of 
~Q!:f!§!:!• (Philadelphia, 1979). 
Part Three 

Research Report. 
Ministry Personnel 
tion, The United 
Car,ada, 1984 

wee, 1982 

Divisic,r, c,f 
ar,d Educa

Church of 

Anglican Church of Canada/ 
United Church of Canada ~assim 
esp. re "Church" compare 
other collections 



( 

SESSION NO. 3 

Area: 

Goal: 

ObJectives: 

Process: 

FORMAT 

Tradition I : Recovery of the suppressed story 

To gain knowledge and 
of the contributions 
tradition. 

a positive appreciation 
of women to the Christian 

1. 

4. 

1. 
2. 
3. 

To recover the stories of women in the 
classical period and medieval period. 
To recover the stories of women in post
reformation times, both Protestant and 
Catholic. 

To explore the mear,ir,g c,f Tr'aditic,n ir, our 
theological reflection. 

To consider the difference made in our own 
attitudes toward the tradition when female 
"greats" are added. 

Papers: Discussion Issues 
Lecture: Enlarging of the data base 
Discussion: Summary: What are the ma.Jor 
contributions we need to note. 

, 

'3 



( 

230 
Pe 

230 
Cc, 

230 
Pl 

261.8 
Ru 

261.8 
Ru 

2'31. 2 
St 

2'31. 2 
St 

BIBLIOGRAPHY I SUPPRESSED STORY 

Text Ch. 1 

Chicago, Judy 

Cooke, Berr,ard 

Plask.ow, Judith 

Ruether, Rosemary R. 

Ruether, R.R. and 
McLaughlin, E., eds. 

St one, Mer 1 i r, 

St c,r,e, Mer 1 i r, 

Summa Theologica Pt. 7 Quaes. 
'32 "The Product ion of Womer," ir, 
Pegis, A.C.: ~~~i£ ~citing Qf 
Thos. Aguinas Vol. 1, pp 879-884 
<or other edition> 

Ib~ Dir1ner Part~ 

Ministr~ to Word ~DQ Sacraments 
(Phi ladel ph ia; Fortress, 1976) 
114-115 

§~~L Sin ~ng §r§£~, (Washington, 
D.C. University Press of 
America 1980) Ir,trc,duct ic,r1 

B~li9i9~ ~DQ §~~i§m, <New York, 
Simon and Schuster, 1974) esp. pp 
150-183, 213-343 

~Q!:f!§.!'.:! 
Simor, 
passim 

Qf §Qi~it (New 
and Schuster, 

York 
1979) 

8D£i§.Dt Mirrors of Womanhood Vols 
I & II (New York : New Sibylline 
Books, 1979) Introduction 

~b§.D ~Q~ Was a Woman, (New York 
Harvest, HBJ, 1976) passim 

10 
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SESSION NO. 4 

Area: 

Gc,al: 

ObJectives: 

Process: 

FORMAT 

Tradition II Suppression as a psychological and 
theological theme 

To come to terms with the shadow side of 
Christ iar,i ty 

1. 

2. 

3. 

1. 

~. c::. 

To become familiar with the patriarchal 
biases of theological scholarship. 

To explore the psychological dynamics of 
suppression of female tradition. 

To explore some theological implications of 
the suppression of female tradition in the 
Christian Tradition. 

To explore the histc,rical and psychological 
dyr,arnics of the witchhunts--paper ar,d 
discussior,. 
Exploration c,f Mary Daly's criticism of 

Christianity as fur,damer,tal ly repressive of 
women - paper and discussion 

3. Lecture. The issues. 
4. Discussion: What responses are appropriate 

for us in the light of the above? 

11 
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261.8 
Co 

301.4 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: SUPPRESSION AS THEME 

Collins, Sheila D. A Different Heaven ~ng 
~er!b <Valley Forge, Judson 
Press, 1974> chs. 1, 2, 3, 4. 

Daly, Mary §:t:!:!L'.§£2.!2.9:t: 
Press, 1978) 

12 

<Boston: 
ch. 6 

Beacor-1 
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SESSION NO. 5 

Area: 

Goal: 

ObJectives: 

Process: 

FORMAT 

Biblical Studies I: Women in Scripture 

To recover and reflect upon the stories of women 
i r, Seri pt ure. 

1. To become familiar with a variety of female 
Biblical characters. 

2. To acquire a positive appreciation of their 
roles and contributions. 

3. To draw conclusions about why they have been 
igr,ored. 

4. To draw conclusions about how our under-

1. 
2. 

standing of the tradition will change as 
women's stories become more acknowledged as 
reve 1 at c,ry. 

Class presentations of selected figures. 
Lecture "What does it mear, tc, recover lost or 
suppressed strar,ds c,f traditior, like these?" 

3. What does it mean to us personally to take 
seriously the female tradition? Discussion. 

13 
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261.8 
Mo 

261.8 

261.8 
Sw 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: SCRIPTURE 

Fiorenza, Elizabeth 
Schussler 

Moltmann-Wendel, 
Elizabeth 

Ruether, Rosemary 
Radford 

& 
& McLaugh 1 i Y,, eds. 

Swidler, Leor,ard 

!n !!!~!!!2r~ 
Theological 

Qf ~~r= A Feminist 
Reconstruction of 

Christi aY1 
York, 1983) 

Orig i r,s. (New 

The Women Around J~§Y§ <London: 
SCM, 1982) 

Religion and §~Ki§ffi• (New York, 
1974) 41-88; 117-149 

~Qm~n Qf §Qi~ii 
1979) ch. 1 

<New York, 

Biblical Affirmations Qf ~Qm~n 
(Philadelphia, 1979) passirn 

Throckmorton, Burton H. Jr. 

Trible, Phyllis 

Wahlberg, Rachel C. 

"Why the IY1cl usi ve Lar,guage 
Lectic,r,ary", The Christiar1 
~~DiYr:~, Vol. 101, No. 24, 
August 1-8, 1984, 742-4 

I~2ii§ 2f I~rr:2r 
Fortress Press, 

<Philadelphia, 
198-) 

J~§Y§ ~nd ib§ Freed Woman (New 
York, 1978> passim 

14 
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FORMAT 

SESSION NO. 6 BIBLICAL STUDIES II 

Area: Hermeneutics 

ObJectives: 

Process: 

To reflect on the interpretive process as an 
activity of faith. 

To become familiar with issues in interpreting a 
text. 
To explore some implications for faith. 
To examine the history of hermeneutics as a 
theological theme. 
To explore theologizing from experience. 
To come to terms with a revisionist interpretive 
stance as an activity of faith. 

1. Papers and discussion. 
Lecture - background 

- "experier,ce" and thec,logy 
3. Using a model of theological reflection 

<tri-pol ar) 

15 
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261.8 
Ru 

221.6 
Tr 

2'31.2 
St 

22'21.6 
Sw 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: HERMENEUTICS 

Cardman, Francine 

Ruether, Rosemary R. 

Trible, Phyllis 

St c,r-,e, Mer 1 i r-, 

Swartley, Willard M. 

16 

"Tradition, Hermer,eut i cs 
and Ordir,at ic,r," reprir,t 

I2 ~b2n9~ Ib~ ~2rlg, 
(Lc,r,don, 1981) Ir,tro 

§QQ 2nQ tb§ Bb~t2ri£ Qf 
§~HY~lit~ <Philadelphia, 
1978> pp 1-23 

When God Was 8 ~Qm~n 
York, 1976) Intro 

§l2~~r~s.. 
\::lQm~n 
Ki tcher,er, 

Sabbaths.. War 
( Scc,t t da 1 e 

1981) ch. 4 

(New 



SESSION NO. 7 

Area: 

Goal: 

ObJectives: 

Process: 

FORMAT 

Creation 

To Demythologize the Creation Stories 

Tc examine Genesis I and II texts, 
in feminist hermeneutics. 

as an exercise 

To explore the motifs of domination/equality. 

To explore the connections between patriarchy and 
war/pollution. 

1. 

7 wa 

Papers focusing on Genesis I and II 
Lecture: Closer Exegesis 
Discussion: What is the connection between 
Genesis and militarism, pollution, etc. 

17 
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230 
Ba 

291.2 
St 

291-2 
St 

221. 6 
Tr 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: CREATION 

Text Chs. 3,4,7 

Barth, Karl 

St or,e, Merl i r, 

St one, Merl i r, 

Trible, Phyllis 

The Bible: Gen. I,2 
I Cc,r I I : 2-1 E, 

18 

QQgm~iiG~ in Qytlin~ <London: 
SCM, 1952) ch.8 

en~i~nt 
Vol. 1, 

MiCCQC2 Qf ~QmsnOQQQ 
23-31, 49-129 

GQQ snQ tng BngiQLi£ Qf 
§~~~~lii~ (Philadelphia.: 

Fortress 1978) pp 12-23 
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SESSION NO. 8 

Area: 

G,:,a l: 

ObJectives: 

Pri:,cess: 

FORMAT 

Fall 

That participants free themselves from the 
sexist/patriarchal dimension of the doctrine of 
the "fall" of hLtmanity. 

1. To identify the patriarchal dimension of the 
doctrine of the fall. 

2. To explore the texts sllpporting the patri-
archal Ltnderstandings of the fall using a 
feminist hermeneutic. 

3. To explore traditional concepts of original 
sin in search of any enduring usefulness. 

4. To develop an Olltline of an adequate doctrine 
of "fall" ar,d origir,al sir, ir, the light of 
the feminist critique. 

1. Papers, 
texts. 

discussior,, conclusions about the 

2. Lecture: Outline of traditional doctrine and 
its existential source. (What theological 
problems does it solve? ..••••• create?) 

3. Devel,:,p ar, "adequate" doctrine of the fall. 

19 
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270. 1 
Be 

230 
Ba 

230 
Pl 

291.2 
St 

221.6 
Tr 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: FALL 

Text chs. 3, 4, 7 

August ir-,e 

Barth, Karl 

Daly, Mary 

Plaskow, Judith 

St c,r,e, Mer 1 i r, 

Trible, Phyllis 

in 

The Bible: Gen. 3 
Re,. 5 

20 

Bettensen, H. In~ L~tgc 
Christian Fathers, (London : 
Oxford U.P., 1972) pp 192-199 

Cb.!.lCC.b. l2QQIDat.iG2, (Edi r-,burgh: 
T & T, Clark, 1956) IV-1, 
Section 60:2,3 

Be~ond God the E~tb~C ch 2 

SexL Sin ahd Grace passim 

gQQ ~l2Q 
l2~~!H~!.it:t, 

ttlt't 
ch 4, 

ch 10 

Rhetoric of 
esp. pp100f 
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SESSION NO. 9 

Area: 

Objectives: 

Pr,:,cess: 

FORMAT 

Sc,t er i o 1 ogy 

To develop an understanding of salvation that 
takes account of the experience of women and the 
feminist critique of tradition. 

1. To examine the presuppositions of the tradi
tional understanding of salvation. 

2. To explore feminist criticism of the tradi-
tic,nal view. 

3. To become faroiliar with the experiential 
basis of the doctrine of salvation and some 
classical texts. 

4. To develop our own statement of the doctrine. 

1. Papers and discussion -- issues 

2. Lectut~e: The pt"'c,blen1s dealt with by the 
t rad it i c,r1. The ex per ier1t i al ba? is. 

3. The understanding of salvation required by a 
feminist consciousness. Discussion. 

21 
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230 
An 

220.1 
Be 

270 
Or 

230 
Pl 

232 
Ru 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Text chs 3, 9 

Ar,se 1 m 

Augustine 

Plaskc,w, Judith 

Ruether, Rosemary 

The Bible Ro. 5 

22 

SOTERIOLOGY 

in Bettenson, ed., !b§ b~i§!: 
Christian Fathers pp 219-227 

"Er,ch i rid ior," 
of Christian 
<London : SCM, 

i r, biQr:~r:::t 
g_!~§§.!£§ VII 

1'355) ch X 

§~~L §in ~ng §r:~£~, 
passim esp. chs I and IV 

To Change the ~QL!Q, (London, 
SCM, 1'381) pp 45-56 
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SESSION NO. 10 

Area: 

Goal: 

Objectives: 

Prc,<;::ess: 

FORMAT 

Tri r-ti ty God the Father/Mother 

That participants demythologize/depatriarchalize 
their concept of God. 

1. To explore the language and imagery of the 
traditional (patriarchal) concept of God 

2. To explore some of the issues surrounding the 
use of male and female language in naming 
"God/dess" (Reuther) 

To become 
Thec,lc,g ical 

familiar with some of the 
motives behind the traditional 

4. To explore feelings and implications for us 
personally of a shift from the traditional 
concept of God to a depatriarchalized 
COY-1Cept. 

1. "Imagir,ative exercise": 

2 .. Papers 

Lecture: 

4. Discussion 

di SC USS i OY-1 

God-tall-'. 

23 

GOd 

issues 

language issues 
traditional motifs 
of transcendence 
ar,d Justice 
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270. 1 
Be 

230 
Ba 

231 
Er1 

201.4 
McF 

230 
Pl 

261-8 
Sw 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: FATHER/MOTHER 

Text chs 2, 6 

August ir,e 

Barth, Karl 

Daly, Mary 

Engelsman, Joan C. 

McFague, Sally 

Plask.c,w, Judith 

Swidler 

24 

in Bettensen, Ib~ 
Christian Fathers pp 
236-6 

betgr: 
191-2, 

~~~Qnd @QQ tb~ Eetbgc, ch 1 
ar,d pp 81-97 

Ib~ Feminine Dimension Qf lb~ 
!H.Yin~, <Philadelphia : West
mi r,ster, 1979) 

Metaghorical Theology passim 

~ibli£~l Affirmations Qf ~Qffi~n 
Part I 
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FORMAT 

SESSION NO. 11 

Area.: Christology 

Goal: 

ObJ ect i ves: 

Process: 

To explore the doctrines of the person of Christ 
from the perspective of women's experience. 

To explore the relationship between the 
of Jesus and the traditional concept 
Christ. 

ma.ler,ess 
of the 

To becc,me 
Christology 
"sc,lve". 

familiar with the 
a.r,d the "prc,b 1 ems" it was 

trad it ic,na 1 
mear,t tc, 

To develop a statement of the being of Christ that 
expresses a feminist perspective. 

1. Papers 

Leet 1.1re: 
ary 

di scussic,r, 

Christology 

issues 

ancient and contempor-

Discussic,n: "What r,eeds to be said?" 

25 
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230 
Ar, 

270 
Au 

230 
Ba 

270. 1 
Be 

301.4 
Da 

232.1 
Du 

230 
Pl 

232 
Ru 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: CHRISTOLOGY 

Text: ch 5 

Ar,selrn 

August ir,e 

Barth, Karl 

Better,ser,, H. ed. 

Daly, Mary 

Daly, Mary 

Durm, James D. G. 

Plaskc,w, Judith 

Ruether, Rosemary 

27 

~! .. n: Qgy~ t!QfilQ, Londor,, passim 

En~hici~iQO, Library of 
Christian Classics VII ch X in 
Bettenson, H., ed. 

Church Qogmatics (Gollwitzer, 
ed.) 45-49, 92-133 

Ibg L~tgr Christian Fathers, 
(London, 1970) 214-227 

~g~QOQ ~Qg tog Eetngr:, 
81 

pp 69-

Christolog~ in tbg 
(London, SCM, 1980) 
12-33, 251-268 

!!!~.!iing, 
ch 2, esp. 

Sin and Grace, (Washing-
1980) esp. 124ff 

Tc, Char,ge the 
< Lc,r,dor,, 1981) , 

~Qt:lQ, 
45-56 
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FORMAT 

SESSION NO. 12 

Area: The Spirit 

Gc,al: 

ObJectives: 

Process: 

To develop an understanding of Spirit congruent 
with female experience. 

1. To examine the contention that the spirit is 
the feminine side of God. 

2. To explore the tradition in regard to the 
spirit. 

~- To do theological reflection on Spirit. 

1. Papers discuss i c,r, issues 

-::, 
i.;... Lecture: The Spirit in Tradition 

3. Discussion: Theological Reflection on Spirit 

28 
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( 

230 
Ba 

301.4 
Da 

231. 7 
Ne 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Barth, Karl 

Daly, Mary 

Newmar,, Paul W. 

29 

SPIRIT 

QQ9filsii£a in Qytlin~, pp137-40 

~~nL~~QlQR~, pp 35-8, 75, 229-
32 

~Ym~nii~ ~n~ SQi~ii <Toronto: 
Image 1983) 
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