
Jenny Margetts and Action Research 

+ Jenny Margetts and Action Research 
- Introductions and Purpose of the Evening 
+ 'Why call the work of Margetts Action Research 

+ The Nature of Action Research 
+ Research: is the systematic collection and analysis of 

information on a particular topic 
- ,analysis may include simply reflecting ... what does this 

mean to us? What are the implications of this set of 
observations? What really happened at that meeting? 

- Action Research is the systematic collection and analysis of 
information for the purpose of informing political action and 
social change 

+ The work of Margetts and others 
We knew the consequences of the l egisl a lion, we di.d not know 
anything about the sys tern 

+ Learning about the problem: Section 12( 1 )b of the Indian Act 
- is the problem legisislation? 
- or non-Indian attitudes and legal structures re: women? 
- or Indian men's attitudes re: the place of women? 
- or autonomy of the Indian community, 

sel f-determi nation? 
- or economic resources on reserves? 
- the search for assistance from researchers .... 

+ Learning about the system 
- the legal system 

the political system which writes the laws 
- the media as an element in change 
- someone's needs to create conflict among Indians 
- the search for support from others 

+ Bringing it all together 
- is action research always systematic? 
- need one always do reseach to find out "what is the problem" Or 

is that sometimes a matter of sitting down and talking to 
realize the problem is not individualized .... 

+ Bibiography 
- Jamieson, Kathleen. Indian Women and the Law in Canada: 

Introductions and Purpose of the ... 



Jenny Margetts and Action Research 

Citizen's Minus, 1978. 
+ A chronology in headlines 

+ 1876. In di an Act, under terms of Secli on 91 .24 of BNA Act, 
passed 
- ?regulations re: women? 
- section 12 ( 1) b 
- regulations re schooling and Indian status 

1882 Indians votes in Federal elections 
- 1885 Indians no longer vote in Federal elections 
- Red ticket Indians created? 
- 1920-24 I nvolunlary enfr anchisemenl for men first introduced 

(p. 63 of Jamieson? 
- 1933-1951 invo lunlary enfranchisement for men p . 63 Jamieson 
- 1948 Canadian citizenship Act passed, Indians excluded 
- 1949 Newfoundland enters Canadian confederation ... no lndi ans in 

Newfoundland 
+ 1951 - The end of the red ti ckels 

- Indian women given the right lo vote in band elections; men 
had since 1869 

- 1958 - Indians included under terms of Citizenship Act 
+ 1962 Diefenbaker Bill of Rights ... 

- Drybon es case 
- ?Jeannette Corbi ere-Laval! e case 

- 1964 lndi ans permitted to vole in Alberta 
- Feb 1973 Indian Women - most unequal in Canada Chatelaine 
- Nov 26 1973 Federal Dept of Indian Affairs will finance 

meetings where Indian women can discuss rights (photo of Ki tty 
Maracle, Monica Turner, and Jenny Margetts) 

- Dec 13, 1973 Indian Women to study rights at conference. 
National Committee for IRIW - four-day meeting today in 
Vancouver (Secretary of State grant) 

- April 197 4 lndi an Women and the lndi an Act Saturday Night 
- t'-1ay 12 1975 . Margetts attended meeting of the Saskatchewan 

Indian Women's A.ssociation - need for a united voice for all 
women of North American Indian ancestory 

- April 1976 Why some Indian women are more equal than others 
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Chatelaine 
- Nov 26 1976. Indian women were equal in o-ur society 
- Jly 8, 1977 Indian women fight unique status battle 
- Oct 25, 1977. Women seek changes in discriminatory Indian Act: 

Margetts received little comittment for financial or moral 
support from M .P .s 

- April 14, 1978. Indian ladies run into brick wall (Indian .Act) 
June 2 1978 Indian rights women seek cabinet meeting 

- June 9, 1978. Indian Women promised help .. . lndian Affairs 
Minister Hugh Faulkner met Margetts and reps of IRIW, CACSW, 
and NIB . 

- Jly 27 1979 Changes coming to lndi an Act (Native People) 
- Oct 1979 A Jolt for Jenny Margetts: a rival Indian feminist 

arises (Vicki Crowchild) 
- May 23 1980 Treaty women '. against IRIW 
- 1981 IRIW books to be audited 
,.. 1982 Charter of Rights and Freedoms added to the Canadian 

Constitution 
- 1984 House of Commons recieves (Indian Act.) changes 
- 1984 May Plan to reinstate non-status women rejected by 

chiefs ... 
- 1984 Will Indian women get their rights? (Maureen McTeer, 

· Chatelaine) 
- 1985 Sections 15 and 28 implemented (of Charter) 
+ March 1, 1985 Bill C-31 second re adi ng, a measure to Amend the 

Indian Act (Crombie) 
- who is Indian within the meaning of the A ct ("status" ) 
- who can be a member of a particular Indian nation (or band) 
- who can live on a reserve 

- June 1985 After 45 years, Indian women can go home 
- 1985 Court strategy plotted by IAA (Bill C-31) 
- 1985 As equal as others: non~status Indians need both 

recocgnition and economic basis for status (Bill C-31, Bill C-47) 
- On the Bill C-31 warpath: the I AA wil I go to court to keep 

females out. Alberta Report, Jly 1985 
- 1956 Five Indian Bands challenge sections of Bill c-31 
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- 1987 Discrimination and the 1985 amendments to the Indian Act 

+ Crosbie quote (introduction of bilO 
- incredibly some people lost their Indian status simply as a 

result of the fact they enlisted in the Armed Forces, received a 
university education, or became a member of the clergy (p 2645 
of Hansard; when did all this happen?) 

I 
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NOTICE 

PROJECT SOLEDAD vid~o will be shown again on Thurs. April 26, 

7:30 pm at the Women's Research Centre. 

Monica and Duane will be on:hand to answer 

your questions. Everyone welcome! 



Athabasca University/University of Alberta 

Women's Research Centre 

Presentation . 

Wednesday April 11 1990 

7:30 p.m. 

at the 
Women's Research Centre 

11043-90 Avenue 

a Profile of Action Research: 
The Contribution of Jenny Margetts 

Kay Anderson 
Khorshad Chandra 

Marilyn Assheton-Smith 
and 

Comments from Jenny Margetts 

Jenny Margetts was a co-founder of Indian Rights for Indian Women, a group which fought 
for changes to the Indian Act which would permit Indian women to retain the rights of 
Indians if they married men without Indian legal status. Changes to the Act were made with 
Bill C-31 in 1985. 

Everyone Welcome Women's Research Centre phone 492-8950 



Athabasca University/University of Alberta 

Women's Research Centre 

Presentation 

Tuesday March 20 1990 

7:30 p.m. 

at the 
Women'~ Research Centre 

11043-90 Avenue 

Research for 
PROJECT SOLEDAD 

A community-based project 

addressing the issue of wife abuse 

in the Latin American community 

Presenters: Monica Zurita, Adrienne Wiebe, Duane Burton 

The project women recently produced a video and resource book in Spanish and 
English which is currently being used for information-sharing and empowerment in the 
Latin American women's community. The video will be shown. 

Everyone Welcome Women's Research Centre phone 492-8950 
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Athabasca University/University of Alberta 

Women's Research Centre 

Presentations 

Jan. 24 (Wednesday) 
7:30 p.m. 

BREDA CECH ·niscovering the Erotic: 
on the way to personal spiritual power• 

Women's Research Centre, 11043-90 Ave. 

February 13 (Tuesday) 
7:30 p.m. 

ANNEMcGRATH •Financing Social Change for Women: 
when the state threatens to withdraw, what to do· 

Women's Research Centre, 11043-90 Ave. 

... 

February 14 (We Q.ll. 
11 a.m. 

ANNE MCGRATH. • Gr ssroots Organizing· 
in Winnie Tomm's class (open _t? ythers) 

Education South Room )0'6 2-.54 

/ 
Everyone Welcome Women's Research Centre phone 492-8950 
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Research Presentation 

Wednesday, November 22 
at 7:30 p.m. 

Native Women and Violence: 
How Helpful are Women's Shelters? 

I .: . 

' Lorraine Courtrielle 
talks about her research 

Wo1nen's Research Centre 
Itl043-90th Ave 



TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

memo 

Women's Research Centre supporters and members 

Mary Potrebenko (Office hours: 3-6pm Tues.& Thurs) 

March 31, 1989 

WOMEN'S RESEARCH CENTRE MEETING 

TUESDAY APRIL 11 1989 

7:30 - 9:30 PM~ 

11043 - 90 Avenue 

PRESENTER: CATHY BRAY 

TOPIC : THE EMBODIMENT OF WOMEN : 
5 Beginnings for Research 

( Dress: comfortable) 

Also, if time permits,we would like to discuss the proposed 
names for the Centre. 

And, since I have your attention, could you give some thought 
to possible donations for the Centre? We need items such as: 
tea cups, tea pot, lamps, dishes, books, dish and hand towels, 
clocks, throws, etc.- things to help make the house a home. 

If donations are difficult, how about loans? 

note: The Women's Research Centre Operations Committee -
NEXT Meeting is April 19th at 10 A.M. at the Women's 
Program and Resource Centre. 











Five Beginnings For Research 
With Women's Bodies 

1) A SIMPLE QUESTION 

How do girls and women learn to move? 
Women's Ways of Knowing modified: 
-passivity 
-lady-like activity 
-playfulness 
-skilled 

-skilled, self-conscious 

2) USING ANALOGY 

Body Language 
-women learn to communicate in a limited body language 
-body language about us denigrates us 
-we have learned about our bodies as objects; can learn and 
experience them as subjects 

-do in social studies what we have been doing in 
literature and theory and life , 

3) THEORY 

Work, Sexuality and Embodiment - socialist feminist theory 
-sexed bodies have been accepted as theoretically 

impermeable givens by socialist feminists 
-embodiment is the real material basis of capitalist 

patriarchy 

4) EMPIRICAL 
QUESTIONS 

STUDY: A CONTEXTUALIZED DIALOGUE, INCLUDING 

Women's experiences of embodiment 
-difficulties: 

-getting at objective and subjective view 
-positioning myself with respect to the data, and the 

theory 
-early findings: 

5) EPISTEMOLOGY 

The view from a body 
-what is Haraway saying? Is she talking about a symbolic 

body? or a "real" body? She allows the cultural construction of 
knowledge to become apparent by citing herself. 

Cathy Bray April, 1990 
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A Theoretica[ Description of Life in Racist, Ableist, Capitalist Patriarchy ..... .. , 

processes of 
existence 

RACIALITY 

structure* class* heterosexuality* race 
~ -.,-.,~ ~ ' 

M ,,u.Lc:.__h..-<rvv-Q r.J- c.JJ.Jl. ~ 

qualities* class* sex roles* ethnicity 

production 
reproductn 

consequence* production* production 
reproduction* 

object* product* 

congealed capital* 
form* [ (>'1 1~(~ 

~ LvirJ.,) 
method * dialectical 

materialism* 

issue* control* 

product 
child* 

gender/family* 
¼:r~ (1,(-l00.0 

consciousness 
raising"' 

contro 1 * 

ovum, sperm, 
fetus 

view from 

product 
child 

slavery, 
colonizatn 

? 
" a body ( ~ ) 

( °'- ~ -c "'l - C"-<-~ .,f-f-.,, ~ • 
- control ---u..r;-.RJ._ control 

manifestation 
of control classism sexism ableism racism 

I Definitions] 

1 . Processes of existence: ways in which we live as humans 

2. Structure: how a particular process of existence is 
organized 

3. Qualities: characteristics of people that indicate that 
the structures are in place. 

4. Consequence: what conscious activity results from this 
process of existence. 

5 . Object: What is created by this conscious activity. 

6. Congealed form: how this process of existence is preserved 
when conscious activity is not taking place or an object has 
not been made . The way in which the process is preserved . 

7 . Method: the way the process of existence is analyzed 

8. Issue: Why it is important to analyze these processes of 
existence. 

* From MacKinnon, 1982 
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ACSUS ' 89: Abstract 

Mothers of Confederation 

Feminist reconceptualizations in history, politics and law put questions to 
traditional accounts of the constitutional basis of the Canadian polity. The 
federal-provincial division of powers, relations between linguistic ccmnunities, 
and interregional conflict have all been exhaustively studied, on the assumption 
that these are the central and enduring dynamics in Canadian federalism. As 
Alan Cairns, Cynthia Williams and others are now arguing, other dynamics based 
on emergent political identities, including gender, repay scholarly examination. 

The basis of Confederation in 1867 was decisively altered in 1916-19, when ll'OSt 
canadian women received the franchise, and again in 1929, when ·waren•s eligibility 
for appointive positions was confirmed by the Privy Council decision in the 
Persons case. Leading these two novements for reconstructing Confederation were 
Nellie McClung and Emily Murphy, respectively. The two were long-tine friends 
and professional and political colleagues. Both, in their so-called "private" 
lives, were mothers. Both are centrally identified in recent historiographical 
writing with the characteristic ideological strain in the tum-of-the-century 
Canadian women's movement, "maternal feminism." · 

This paper will probe the political climate of the 1910-1930 period in Canada, 
and demonstrate how feminist leaders effectively tapped then-dominant ideas about 
gender relations in order to move women from observers to participants in 
Canadian Confederation. Their revolution was, of course, only partial, but it 
will be argued that, no less than current theorists, McClung and Murphy understood 
the radical future of liberal feminism, and threw themselves into the fight to 
secure that future for following generations. 

SUsan Jackel 
Associate Professor of canadian Studies 
University of Alberta 
Edmonton, Alberta, canada 

February 1, 1989 
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