Buck-up Eddy

For those students suffering with “Edmonton Escape Syndrome” this city seems a primitive, backwaters town, caught 20 years in the past with no signs of a heartbeat forward. For many, the only cure is to jump ship as quickly as possible and find greener pastures in Vancouver, Montreal, Toronto or really anywhere with a more “real” “lifestyle”… can you sense the eye-roll? And though Edmonton does suffer from some out-dation, it will not remain so for long; to those seeking change, or seeking those greener pastures Edmonton exists at this moment a development goldmine, a city with huge potential to be made into the pasture and all the farmland an activist could ever dream of. Why? 

Edmonton is currently beginning the process of undertaking a great number of large-scale projects, each of which has the potential of reforming this city as a whole. Projects we are all familiar with and some we aren’t: the LRT expansion, the downtown arena, development of the downtown airport lands as well as a whole host of others including a Jasper ave. revitalization initiative and the expansion of the city farmers market… check out the city website under “planning and projects” for more. 
And what does this have to do with a less-than-shitty Edmonton to live in and with those looking to get-the-hell-out for better things?

These projects as it stands at this exact moment are in the amazing stage of still being “open to community involvement”, meaning that nothing about them is yet set in stone (just ask the ladies fighting the LRT expansion westward down Stony Plain); there is still the very real possibility of taking these projects and making them into results that you personally would want to live with in the future instead of accepting the way things are there in the mythical lands of “culture” and “lifestyle” so many are ready to bail for. 

Now perhaps this is all high-minded of me, but the fact still remains, it is a very exciting time to be an activist in Edmonton. To those looking to escape, let it be pointed-out that Vancouver “lifestyle” like any, is only what you make of it. What exists here now, is the possibility to make something completely new, and completely personal. Exciting for sure.
